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Introduction …  

 

 

We certainly live in exciting – and different – times!   

As someone who was privileged to be born and raised in post-WW2 Peterborough, I recall my child-

hood with great fondness.  The pace of change was slow and comfortable.  People had time for each 

other and there was a huge sense of community. The cathedral dominated the city much as it does 

now.  But in the fifties, some houses were still lit by gas; the ‘bread man’ delivered his wares door-to-

door by horse-drawn cart; and the nearest thing we had to a supermarket was probably the 

‘International Stores’ situated in Bridge Street.  Indeed, the city I grew up in was not that much differ-

ent from the Peterborough of 50, maybe even 100 years earlier; but I do remember it happily. 

Little did I realise the sleepy market town I left for pastures new in 1968 would very soon be com-

pletely transformed into the ‘Greater Peterborough’ conurbation we know today.  A change for the 

better?  On balance, the answer has to be a most definite ‘Yes’.  Although there is no doubt that some 

mistakes were made and hindsight is a wonderful thing.  But one thing is absolutely certain – we can-

not now turn back the clock! 

Covid-19 has most certainly turned our lives around in recent months.  Like the redevelopment of Pe-

terborough, in so many ways it’s neither what we asked for nor expected.  But it is where we are; and 

for good or ill we have no choice but to make the best of it.  Granted, to some it is hugely restrictive 

and confining.  But to others it presents an opportunity to widen horizons and re-imagine the future.  

As those who know me personally would expect, I am most definitely of the latter persuasion! 

At the time of its founding some forty years ago, Peterborough & District Family History Society was 

a forward-thinking, dynamic organisation.  It fully embraced the technology of the time, actively sup-

ported its membership and was incredibly outward-facing and evangelical.  Indeed, we were pretty 

much the family history ‘Brierleys’ of that day! 

Since its inception, our society has achieved so much and done a very great deal of good.  But times 

have moved on rapidly since 1980 and seem set to continue accelerating at an ever increasing rate.   

So we must ask the question, “Is our society currently fit for another forty years of life and service to 

the family history community?” 

It is always appropriate, but particularly at this time of change and turmoil, to consider where we go 

from here – and what we are personally going to do about it.  So whilst it’s right and correct that we 

celebrate the achievements and memories of the past, we must also have our gaze set firmly upon 

the future and what we may yet achieve for the benefit of others. 

But in the meantime, enjoy the celebration! 

 

President of the PDFHS-Steve Manning 
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40 Years On – thoughts by Michael Kennelly (Chairman & Vice-President) 

I remember: Reading an advert in the local paper suggesting that a Family History Society might 
be formed.   I went to a meeting at the Museum (chaired by Hugh Cave) and was elected a member 
of the new Committee.   This was 1980. 
 
I remember: Going with Hugh Cave to a Federation AGM to argue that it was proper for a non-
county society to be established.   We won our case. 
 
I remember: Many good speakers, including one who spoke about ‘The Charge of the Light Bri-
gade’ and concluded with the charge being played on the original bugle. 
 
I remember: The many occasions when our members worked together to research local infor-
mation, including one massive recording of the grave inscriptions in the Broadway Cemetery. 
 
I remember: The times when we took our society stall to visit other societies’ fairs and confer-
ences and arranged our own conferences to cover surrounding counties. 
 
I remember: Two displays to publicise ourselves that we arranged in Queensgate.   Dressed in 
costume, we paraded through the streets. 
 
And we are still here, albeit virtually!   Long may we continue. 

It all started from an advert in the Evening Telegraph. I was cooking our evening meal when the pa-
per dropped onto the doormat. I quickly scanned the pages and saw an advert announcing the start 
of a class that evening, on family history. I had not contemplated anything like this previously, but 
something motivated me, I had just half an hour to get to the venue- it changed my life... From that 
class the PDFHS was formed.  I have been a member now for 40 years… 
 
That evening I met people who have been my friends ever since. 
 
In the following years, I was asked to join the committee, then Editor, and later, President… 
 
I have visited many record offices, graveyards and stately homes in search of records and knowledge. 
I have met many interesting people... a couple came to our meeting hall in Westgate, Joan and 
Ron from New Zealand. Joan asked me if I knew of a small hotel where they could stay, as it was late 
in the evening. I invited them to my house, they have been my friends ever since, sadly Ron died a 
few years ago.  
 
In my research, my ancestor Walter Stanhope was Governor of Cawood Castle in Yorkshire. 
I decided to book a weekend there, as it was open to the public. I was given, not just a bedroom, but 
an adjoining, lounge, kitchen and dining area. My bedroom had been the old courtroom where Cardi-
nal Wolsey had been sentenced to death… 
 
I have enjoyed my 40 years with the PDFHS, I have met many wonderful people both in the society 
and in countries abroad, I thank them all… 
 
Olive Alderman. (Honorary Member) 
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When discussing the second 

exhibition at the museum in 

1983, Chairman Margaret 

Briston, said: ‘It is a hobby 

that once you start you can’t 

leave it. It has members all 

over the country and even 

abroad to trace back their an-

cestry’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

1980 

 

PDFHS Open Day 1980 

40 Years ago. It was 1980.  It seems an exceedingly long while ago.  When I think about it so much 

has changed, not just in family history, but in society.  

I joined the Peterborough Society in about 1982/83, when meetings took place in the lecture room at 

the museum.  My reason for joining was that over the years I had tried to draw up a family tree, with 

what information I had.  I did not have a clue what I was looking for or where to go. 

Over the years I did serve on the committee as a sub-editor for the magazine, alongside Olive Alder-

man.  That was a steep learning curve all about copywrite!  Then as programme secretary and chair-

man. 

I have enjoyed the society meetings and have learnt so much and feel as though I have gained a lot of 

new skills. 

Sadly, for the past couple of years ill health has prevented me from being at meetings, but I still love 

to hear what is happening.                               Gwendoline Beatty 

Family History Fair Corby 
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The society has always endeav-

oured to publicise it’s events and 

achievements and the enthusiasm 

and dedication of it’s members.  

 

 

 

 

Family Tree Magazine, 

Nov-Dec 1985. vol 2 no 1  

 

Did you have a favourite front 

cover? 
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            These PDFHS members look very industrious. 

  

Broadway Cemetery Monumental Inscription Project 
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 Monumental Inscriptions in the Broadway Cemetery  

The Victorian cemetery in Eastfield Road (now known as the Broadway Cemetery) was established in 1858 

following the Peterborough Improvement and Cemetery Act.   In the early 1980s a group of Society mem-

bers, under the leadership of Tim Cook, undertook the task of recording and indexing the inscriptions on 

the graves.   The recorded inscriptions date from 1859 to 1955.   The resulting records are in our Archives. 

One row had not been completed because of a huge laurel bush, which covered about 4 or 5 graves.   Olive 

Alderman and her sister Mary decided to go to complete it one warm sunny afternoon.   Mary volunteered 

to be the one to crawl under the bush and duly disappeared within its leafy embrace.  Olive sat on a nearby 

gravestone with notebook in hand.   Rising up from the laurel bush was the statue of an angel.   Walking 

along the path came a young couple, hand in hand, enjoying each other’s company, listening to the birds 

singing in the warm summer sunshine….. They couldn’t see either Olive or Mary, but suddenly they heard 

a voice which seemed to come from the angel.  For a few seconds they stood frozen to the spot, then they 

fled! 

Join the Society – and see life!    Michael Kennelly 
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When I was asked to write a piece about the 40th year 

anniversary, my thinking turned to what was happening 

in the 1980s. 

I hope you will be surprised at some things I discovered 

and bring back some memories for others. 

There was the wedding of Prince Charles and Lady Diana 

Spencer, the Falklands War, the storming of the Iranian 

Embassy, Alton Towers opened, and Robert Runcie was 

enthroned as Archbishop of Canterbury.   

Who remembers the Rubiks Cube, BMX Bikes, the cabbage patch kids and the Sylvanian Families? 

It became law in 1983, that you must wear a seat belt when travelling in a car.  I know this has saved 

many lives, for the people involved in car accidents. 

1989 saw the introduction of the internet.  Think how much that has changed over the years and how 

would we have managed the past few months without it? 

When I first began family history, it was a case of visiting a record office.  The use of films and the 

good old fiche reader.  G R O Indexes were at Myddelton House, 

they were contained in huge and heavy books. 

Videos and CDs were just coming in. Everyone needed a large bag 

or pocket in which to keep your mobile phone.  It was rather like 

the size of a brick. 

Personal computers took over the desk and the back of the 

screens were bulky and large. 

This meant that our way of looking for our families had to change.  

We now think nothing of logging onto our computer, putting in a 

name and hopefully what we are looking for comes up.  May I re-

mind you though, there is nothing like checking and using original 

documents.  

Gwendoline Beatty 

 

 

 
Genealogists never die,  

they just lose their census? 
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If you think your family history research has come to an end, think 

again. If you can trace your family tree back 8 generations you could 

potentially have 256 ancestors!!! This is an ‘outbred’ family tree. How-

ever Charles Habsburg, otherwise known as Charles II of Spain (1661-

1700) was so ‘inbred’ that he only had 29 ancestors.  

So keep researching—how many ancestors can you find? Let us know. 

1980 I remember it well... 

It was as if it were only a few months past. We had relocated to Macclesfield from Coventry when 

John was appointed to a managerial role in Trafford Park with Massey Ferguson. We bought what 

was possibly the best house we ever had for £37,000. Not far from where we lived, a refurbished 

Alton Towers opens that year. 

1980 was a year full of industrial relations issues with British steel and the Miners striking for a 20% 

wage increase. On my birthday February 14th Maggie Thatcher announced state benefits to strikers 

would be halved, thus starting her efforts to break the trade unions.  

The economy slides into recession. Inflation rises to 21.8%. Unemployment stands at an all time high 

of 1.5 million and eventually reaches just over two million. 

Race riots occur in Bristol and we had the commencement of the CND rallies at Greenham Common 

and Molesworth. 

Iranian Embassy Siege occurs with 26 hostages. The S.A.S. storm the building, liberate the hostages 

and kill 5 of the six terrorists. Meanwhile the Yorkshire Ripper was still on the loose. 

John Lennon was shot in New York, the Rubik cube was launched and my favourite Radio channel, 

Radio Caroline mysteriously sinks in the Thames estuary. 

It seems that other than the lockdown and no social media, little has changed over 40 years.  

Jan Dewis 

My congratulations on achieving your 40th Anniversary as a society. 
 
It was my great pleasure to be of assistance in those early years.  That we are all still enjoying our in-
terest in our ancestors gives truth to “Once you have bitten the bug you can never let go”. 
 
From my start, about 45 years ago, we have all benefited by having a huge family behind us and all 
around us.  Since those early days of hunting Record Offices, we have taken huge steps with DNA to 
prove our links, or otherwise, with possible close relations.  We have now the on-line benefits of Find 
my Past and Ancestry who have digitised basic records of all descriptions. 
 
May I wish you all the very best in your future, both as friends with a common hobby and a society 
that will go on forever, and a day. 
 
Hugh Cave 
Co-founder and Past Chairman 
P&D FHS 
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A special report in 1990, to celebrate 

the Society’s 10th anniversary, 

looked at the work of Ewan and Ol-

ive. 
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The PDFHS 10th Anniversary Conference had some excellent speakers and the topics covered were di-

verse is range and interest, including: ‘Crime in the County’, ‘The Two Ends of the Spectrum’, ‘Filey Fish-

ermen’ and Illegitimacy and Adoption throughout the Generations’.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Does anyone recognise where this might be? 

A step backwards is progress to a genealogist. 
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Happy 40th Birthday to all the members of the P&DFHS 

May your… 

Ancestors never hide from you 

Brickwalls be few and feeble 

Certificates be available and informative 

Deaths be detailed and revealing 

Evidence be easy to locate 

Forebears have names you can find 

Gedcoms be regularly backed up 

Headstone texts not be eroded 

Intestate relatives be rare 

Journals be well supported 

Kinships not be disputed 

Lost cousins come to find you 

Marriages be fruitful and interesting 

Newspaper cuttings be simply marvellous 

Occupations be weird and wonderful 

Parish registers be legible 

Quirky relatives fascinate you 

Registers be transcribed clearly 

Sources be cited and plentiful 

Trees have many branches 

Unknowns occur infrequently 

Victories be joyful and verified 

Wills be easy to come by 

X-DNA tests have helpful patterns 

Year dates never be in doubt 

Zincographers have left you heirlooms  

For the next 40 years! 

 

Colin Ashworth (Journal Editor 2015 – 2018) 

 

If only all our research went in accordance with the above, what an easy time we would have,  

but how boring it would be!!! 
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In 2001 the Society celebrated it’s 21st Birthday.  In the journal article below Hugh Cave, Founder Mem-

ber and  President, reflected on it’s origins.  
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In an article in The Peterborough Evening Telegraph 

dated Thursday, 17th January, 2008 members of the so-

ciety reflected on the effect, on family history research, 

of the television programme Who Do You Think You Are 

and how the society was helping it’s members. Unfortu-

nately not everyone can cite the ‘impressive example 

of...the society's vice-chairman, Alan Johnson’ who has 

‘discovered that his 20 times great grandfather was none 

other than John O’Gaunt, the first Duke of Lancaster’.  

Michael Kennelly, a vice president and Chairman said of 

family history: ‘It helps me know where I am in time-

that’s the particular line back-and space-which is social 

history, how they lived’. 

Olive, the society’s president, commented that ‘people 

reach a certain age and begin to develop a curiosity 

about their lives...there’s so many people you are part 

of’.  

However in the extract, re-produced below, Ewan re-

minds us that research is hard work and everything isn’t 

laid out for us, like it is on the t.v. There is a final word 

of warning, from both Ewan and Olive, that you may 

unearth a family secret that you weren't expecting, so 

exercise caution. 

 

In 2006, to celebrate the Society’s 25th anniversary Duncan 

Hall attended a meeting at Westgate Church Hall. Duncan had a 

‘hand -written  account of the downfall of the family, detailing 

how…(his)...great great grandparents apparently went from pil-

lars of society...to losing it all to the demon drink’. 

The speaker on the night was Olive Alderman, ‘who gave a talk 

on costume and clothing from the Tudors to the Victorians-complete with live models’ (see above). As usu-

al for the Society’s talks it produced ’fascinating...detail you don’t always get from history books’.  

Duncan was impressed by both the Society and the hobby recommending family history as a ’fun distrac-

tion’ and ‘a great way to meet new people, either through your own bloodline, or with the same obsession’.  
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One of the great strengths and attractions of the 

society is the monthly talks that are provided for 

members. The talks are diverse in range and 

have covered topics too numerous to mention. 

But they are always both entertaining and educa-

tional. 

Speakers, both local and from further afield, are 

experts in their field and are passionate about 

their subject. 

Whether an experienced or new researcher there 

is always something to learn.  

The society also holds it’s ever popular 

’brickwall’ evenings. At some point all family 

historians will come to a brickwall; an ancestor 

that remains difficult to find or a record that 

stubbornly won’t reveal itself.   

At these evenings, and in the journal, members 

can share their ‘brickwalls’ in the hope that 

many heads are better than one. Invariably an-

other member has expertise and can find a way 

through or can suggest an avenue to research.  

Family history is a shared endeavour! 

 As family historians we always have to have 

our eyes and ears open for an opportunity. A 

chance encounter or a conversation can ig-

nite the detective spirit that is in each one of 

us.  

As the newspaper article opposite reveals 

Olive used all these skills to re unite a treas-

ured book with it’s rightful owner.  
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‘Hatched, matched and despatched’ 

The hatched, matched and despatched-or births, baptisms, marriages, deaths and burial entries are a family 

historians bread and butter, the nuts and bolts of our research and family trees. At the AGM meetings in 

2007 and 2008 there were exhibitions on these subjects, with members invited to bring in their own re-

search. Pauline Kennelly remembers these events.  

2007 AGM exhibition on theme of marriages  

In this year we mounted displays con-
nected to the theme and also asked 
members to contribute items from their 
research during the evening.  

A selection from the displays are in-
cluded in the photograph.  

Topics covered were:  

Certificates & register entries  

Facts and acts – Hardwicke’s Act 
1753; Married Women’s Property Act 
1882; Banns; licences; etc.  

Newspaper reports of the event  plus 
lists of wedding guests & their pre-
sents  

Royal Weddings from V.R. to E.R. II  

Poetry  

Gowns  

Photos of weddings and  receptions  

Anniversaries  

Bigamy  and Divorce 

 

2008 AGM Exhibition on the theme of Births, Baptisms & Christenings 

Again we had displays on the theme and asked members for their contributions on the evening.  

A selection from the displays are included in the photograph. 

 Topics covered were:  

Facts – Legitimacy Acts; establishment of compulsory keeping of church registers of baptisms; etc 

Rhymes – Mondays Child... 

Certificates 
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Photos    Society Poster    Customs &  superstitions 

Godparents    Midwives  

Christening  certificates,  cradle rolls,  etc.  

Still births   Royal births 

Family History in the ‘Olden Days’ 
 

I first became interested in Family History in the ‘Olden Days’, but in this time of lockdown I am 
pleased technology has moved forwards and we can carry on with research in our own homes. 
 
It really does seem like the ‘Olden Days’ when comparing how we researched in the 1960s and now. 
Although our aim is the same, the method of achieving this is completely different. The earliest cer-
tificates I have date from 1968 and cost 3/9 (19p) what a bargain! 
 
Living in the London area we were able to go to Somerset House where the large quarterly index 
books for births and marriages were kept. This was physical work as the volumes became larger as 
you got further back because they were handwritten. The part of Somerset House which housed the 
records was just inside the entrance where there is now the Courtauld Gallery shop.  There was an 
upstairs gallery where the older records were kept and where we spent most of the time. The attrac-
tive central square, which has the fountains, and ice rink at Christmas, was a car park.  Wills were 
kept in the building at the other side of the courtyard, I certainly didn’t realise that just beyond those 
rooms was the balcony overlooking the river. 
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Projects 

 

Census records were at a building in Portugal Street and we were actually looking through the original 
books, more time consuming than going on to Ancestry but there is nothing quite like looking at an 
original record. The censuses were microfilmed and moved to an old building in Chancery Lane where 
you had to descend the stairs into what seemed like the catacombs with researchers pouring over mi-
crofilm readers. 
 
After moving to Peterborough, we didn’t go to these places so often, records moved to other venues 
and they started to be filmed to protect the originals. Family History Societies started up and began 
indexing records which at the time was a great step forward. 
 
The Latter Day Saints Church brought out the IGI (International Genealogical Index) which was ex-
tremely useful and now continues on Family Search. 
 
Family History is still as interesting and enjoyable but in a different way. There were more outings in 
the ‘Olden Days’ but it is still worth getting out and about to visit ancestral places. 
 
Dorothy Harbron 
 
I’m sure many of us would agree with Dorothy. Whilst it is wonderful to look at the original documents in 
times like we are experiencing at the moment the internet is such a valuable tool.  
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This projects report really gives a flavour of how many diverse interests members have. Perhaps you are 

working on a project at the moment? Whether it is related to Peterborough, or further afield, please con-

sider sharing your interest through a journal article.  
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The societies 30th Birthday was     

celebrated in style. Familiar faces 

watched as Olive Alderman,         

President, cut the cake. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I had the privilege of being chairman at the time of our 30th Birthday celebrations. We arranged a 

Saturday All Day Party at the Salvation Army Citadel and the details were organised by a small sub-

committee led by our late Vice-Chairman George Dickens. There were talks and plenty of time for 

members from all around the country to meet and chat. However, all agreed that the outstanding 

memory was the buffet provided by the ladies of the Salvation Army – particularly the array of      

desserts. As Chairman I thought I should hold back until I was sure everybody had had a chance to 

sample these delights. I held back so long that when it was my turn NONE WERE LEFT!!!! Please take 

note that in any future celebrations I WILL BE 1st IN THE QUEUE.  

Alan Johnson 
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The PDFHS stall has always attended events to publicise it’s ac-

tivities and to assist family historians in their quest. 

Two recent events that the stall attended was the John Clare Fes-

tival in 2017 in Helpston and Family Tree Live at Ally Pally 

(Alexander Palace) in 2019.  

However Alan Johnson has a very personal reason for remember-

ing the stall’s visit to the Yaxley festival in 2014. 

A key part of promoting the Society has been to take our stall to various local and national Family His-

tory events and I have enjoyed meeting the many and varied people who have stopped to chat to us. 

One particularly stands out. We attended the Yaxley Festival in 2014. A gentleman came to our stall 

to chat and announced that we would not have anything relating to his ancestors as they were all 

from Essex and he was the only one in the Peterborough area. He was rather amazed when not only 

was I able to give details of relatives who had been in Peterborough since 1907 but also the fact I was 

his 3rd cousin. We have enjoyed many a laugh about this since. Just goes to show you never know 

when or where you can meet a relative. 

Alan Johnson 

 

The photo left is of the presentation to Gordon 

Wakefield which took place after the AGM in May 

2015.   

The presentation was a big ‘thank you’ for the dedi-

cated and efficient hard work he gave to the position 

of Journal Editor.  

The bouquet of flowers was for his wife, Winnie. 
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The PDFHS assists other institutions 

wherever it can. The newspaper article 

celebrates a donation made to the Peter-

borough Museum, when they had their 

£3.2 million overhaul.  

Previously the Society has also made a 

donation to the Peterborough Central Li-

brary to fund purchases of local history 

material.  

In addition to these varied archives the 

Society also holds an excellent archive 

itself. The archive is indexed on our web-

site and is well worth exploring for men-

tion of your Peterborough ancestors. This 

service is available to all and if you are a 

member you can then access the docu-

ment itself. 

(Peterborough Evening Telegraph, 13 Oct 2010. 

Meeting was on Wednesday 6 October. Treasurer 

is Jackie Prebble) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Peterborough & District Family History Society on its 40th anniversary!  

I remember when I first joined and what a friendly welcome there was. I also remember being very 

impressed at the massive body of knowledge shared by the members. And I was really pleased to 

have joined. Researching on the web is one thing, but it's so much more enjoyable to spend time 

sharing family history with fellow enthusiasts - and the monthly talks have been great for expanding 

knowledge. I love the fact that each talk always gives the chance to learn new things, often about 

areas or topics that you might never have considered before, but can tuck the information away for 

the future. With family history you never know what knowledge or research skills you're going to 

need in the future as a new branch develops do you! It was really fun serving on the committee, and 

I'm very sorry to have left due to moving home, but I urge anyone who thinks they might like to join 

the committee to do so. Here's to a future 40 fabulous years.  

Happy Birthday PDFHS!  Helen Tovey 
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Monumental Inscriptions 

 

Your tombstone stands among the rest, 

Neglected and alone. 

The name and date are chiselled out 

On polished, marbled stone. 

It reaches out to all that care; 

It is too late to mourn. 

You did not know that I exist; 

You died ere I was born. 

Yet each of us are cells of you 

In flesh, in blood, in bone. 

Our blood contracts and beats a pulse 

Entirely not our own. 

Dear Ancestor, the place you filled 

One hundred years ago 

Spreads out among the ones you left 

Who would have loved you so. 

I wonder if you lived and loved; 

I wonder if you knew 

That someday I would find this spot, 

And come to visit you. 

 

                                       (Author unknown)  
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PDFHS Archives 

It has been an honour to build on the work of our previous president Olive 
Alderman in collecting and collating the Society Archives. My task of digit-
ising these records so that members can view them on the website is al-
most complete and I have come across some family events in the process. 
There was a settlement examination of a Coates relative at Castor which 
enabled me to track down a baptism and I also found a Truman relative 
commemorated on Crowland’s War Memorial. Perhaps the most surpris-

ing was finding great grandfather Alfred Thomas Johnson appearing at the Peterborough Quarter 
Sessions in 1912 but it turned out he was a witness in a case of theft. I would not have found that in-
formation but for the work of Toni Martin MBE in transcribing those records, but she is just one of 
the many members who have given up so much of their time to transcribe various records. The re-
sult of all their efforts is that we now have an index of over 180,000 names in our archives which is 
available online so that anybody worldwide can check for relatives. To all of you who helped with the 
archives can I say a heartfelt THANK YOU from me and all the committee for giving the Society such 
an asset “which is an amazing gift to genealogists” – not my words but that of an Australian re-
searcher.  

Alan Johnson 

Technology Stinks ? 

Which lasts longer, hard copy paper documents, photos and videos or 
digital versions?  OK, so over many decades the hard copies can tend to 
fade, get scratched, be eaten away by acid paper or storage devices 
etc, but at least they can generally be restored! For example the rec-
ords and memories that Family Tree magazine and others has encour-
aged people to drag up not only of WW1 but well before the turn of 
the century. So what happens when we resort to saving our memories 
digitally?  Built-in obsolescence seems to be the name of the game!   
 
When I was first asked if I could write some memories of PDFHS and 
possibly the 30th anniversary celebrations we had 10 years ago, I 
scratched my head. I know that my memory is not too good and I have-
n’t kept any paper records of the occasion and I’m sure that I don’t 
have any digital ones either. Around that time, my old desktop (or ra-
ther under-desk) PC was gradually grinding to a halt and my son and 
son-in-law (part time DJ), who spend ages doing advertising design and music producing, vociferous-
ly advised that I should look out for an Apple Mac. They maintained that it is much easier to manipu-
late and far less liable to suffer virus & malware attacks. My son even offered to get me one at a ma-
jor discount as he was about to make a return visit to see some ex-workmates, on west coast USA in 
the low tax haven of Portland Freeport. (Around that time too my old, bulky hard drive decided to 
give up the ghost, so I had also lost many of my backed-up files!) 
 
I have somewhat regretted the purchase ever since!  What they didn’t explain was that although the 
Apple can readily read most PC digital documents, all documents sent electronically from an Apple 
have to be converted to word format or pdf before a PC can even accept them. I, of course, general-
ly forget! Similarly, when I tried to transfer hundreds of photos of pages of the Cathedral BMD Regis-
ters it appeared that I had hit a brick wall, unless I was prepared to convert each photo individually!  
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 When I tried to transfer them to a portable hard drive, already set-up with PC documents, I seem to 
have corrupted the driver which now cannot be read by a PC! 
 
Many years ago I video’d a lady’s 100th birthday celebrations and managed to transfer the video to 
my old PC and make a compilation of suitable excerpts, added appropriate music and produced a 
DVD for the lady & her family. All gratefully received. A few years later I tried to do a similar thing for 
a cousin’s funeral. Not only did I find that I couldn’t get suitable software to transfer data to my Ap-
ple Mac, but that either my video camera was now so out of date, or my Mac so incompatible, that 
none of the shops that proclaimed being able to “produce a DVD from your videos” could help me 
do the transfer. I had not seen any large advertisement or been told when purchasing my video 
camera that I needed to upgrade my equipment every few years! All at more expense of course! Its 
obvious that I’m not a technology geek! I know we often laugh about the grandchildren who have 
to set up grandma’s new mobile phone, to show her how to use the TV remote control but it’s no 
joke when we are at the receiving end, admiring how their little fingers dash around their tablet as 
they play their games, or help us out!    
 
However, it seems that things are now coming back to 
haunt me! With the last 3 months or so of virus problems, 
we have had to get used to not being able to get to our 
usual meetings or even to see our loved ones for months at 
a time. So what has happened? We have started making use 
of new technologies. Who had heard of ZOOM, other than 
on their video camera, before Parliament started to use it 
instead of physical “sittings”?  However, a few short weeks 
later many of us may now hold ZOOM meetings - for our 
family get togethers, PDFHS & Church meetings, Italian les-
sons etc. (I have long maintained that it might be far better 
if the Government used the money expended on HS2 on 
new high speed digital communication technology for the 
entire country so that business (& non-business) people 
have no need to dash around the country to interminable meetings, thus saving enormous amount 
of fossil energy & helping the environment.) When our loved ones are in hospital, critically ill, the 
only way that many of us can try and comfort them or say our farewells, is if a nurse holds up a digi-
tal device to them so that they can see us and we can talk to them.   Similarly, at the passing of a 
friend, we can no longer attend their funeral; but I know that some of our members have attended 
digital funeral services by use of ZOOM or similar. I also heard the other day of some people attend-
ing digital get togethers of a wedding, with their pastor, (not legally recognised). So, although one 
can die and have a funeral service at the moment, as long as the Register Offices (and churches!) are 
closed I wonder how long before we have approved ZOOM weddings and baptisms, (perhaps even 
births?)  So, much as I feel that technology is galloping on almost way out of my ken, I am starting 
to wonder whether it is just grumpy old me who is way behind the times!   
 
If you are interested exploring more about such problems, please go to the BBC’s “Digital Human” 
e.g.  https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/m000jfz3           Ewan Cappitt  
 
I was sure that I would always be abreast of the latest technology. I was the first in the family to have a 
laptop and ipad!! However to my shame I have  fallen by the wayside and ZOOM meetings, Instagram 
photo sharing and whatsapp messaging have all been new to me over the last few months. 
 
So it would appear that you are never too old to learn!! 
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A ‘shopping trip’ down memory lane. 

Do you remember these shops or products? Did 

you take your children there ? Were you a  child 

who visited a favourite shop? What were your 

memories ? 

Consider writing your memories down for your 

children or grandchildren; who are perhaps more 

familiar with shopping ‘online’ and having their 

purchase delivered by ‘Hermes’.  

Other members would love to hear about your ex-

periences as well, so please share them by writing 

an article for the journal.  

I remember Timothy Whites.  

Why you might ask? That’s a strange shop for a 

child to enjoy. Well I thought it was magical that 

you could enter it on Bridge Street and leave by 

Market Square!! Especially when it was raining. 

Another vivid memory I have is visiting Father 

Christmas at Fairways, or it may have been 

Sheltons. I seem to remember there was a 

sleigh ride that appeared to take  the rider 

on a trip from one end of the store to the 

other, with a moving screen. 

So put your thinking caps on, these are val-

uable memories to record and share.   
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A final word from the editor… 

My connection with the Peterborough and District Family History Society has extended only a few years; 

first as a member then as Journal Editor and now as Secretary as well.   

In compiling this ‘40th Birthday Celebration’ journal I have been privileged to re-visit the societies past 

journals and archive of cuttings and photographs. I must also thank past and present contributors, journal 

editors, chairmen (and women) committee members and speakers for all their contributions, without which 

the journal would not have been possible to compile. And it is the members who are at the heart of our so-

ciety; when it was first formed, and perhaps even more so now, in these times of uncertainty. Although the 

committee members lead the way it is the society’s members who are the core of the society, without 

which the society would not exist. 

Michael Kennelly, in his various roles, has referred several times to the ‘dictionary definition’ of a Family 

History Society and I make no apologies for doing so again as I think it is a vital reminder of why the soci-

ety exists. 

Family Members of a household, parents, children, servants, etc. Set of parents and children, or of rela-

tions, living together or not. Person’s children. All descendants of common ancestor, house, lineage; race, 

group pf peoples from common stock.  

History Continuous methodical record of public events; aggregate of past events, course of human affairs; 

whole train of events connected with nation, person, etc. 

Society Association of persons united by a common aim or interest or principle. 

As a committee it is very easy to get weighed down with day to day formalities, policies and procedures. A 

celebration, such as this, enables us to take stock; to reflect on the achievements that have been made, hur-

dles overcome, friendships forged and of course ancestors found!! 

In the December 1984 journal Margaret Long nee Strickson paid tribute to her mother, who lived in 

Yaxley. What she said of her mother could be applied to our own ancestors; ‘Mother will always be a leaf 

on our family tree which will never die. She is the sap which keeps rising within me’. I finish with a poem 

that Margaret Long’s mother wrote, and which is a good reminder to us all how lucky we are: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I hope you have enjoyed this journey through the last 40 years of the Peterborough and District Family 

History Society and perhaps you will raise a glass of something with your fellow members (in a virtual 

way) and wish the society ‘Happy Birthday’. If you have memories to share then please get in touch. Arti-

cles are always welcome for the journal and newsletter.              Sadie McMullon 
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