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From the Acting-Chairman

I recently read two sequential novels by Minette Walters — ‘The Last Hours’ and ‘The Time of Midnight’ dealing with a plague that
ravaged the country during Medieval Times. The way the Lady of the Manor led her village into isolation and therefore freedom from
death bore a striking resemblance to the way we are exhorted to self-isolate in our modern plague — coronavirus. I hope you are all
keeping well and finding plenty to do during this unusually free time. What an opportunity! Tidy those files; do further research; write
your memoirs; contact relatives — these are just some possibilities. Although we cannot meet as a Society for a while, we can remem-
ber one another. Also, please remember your subscription is due on 1% April. I wish you all well during this difficult time.

Michael Kennelly
(Acting-Chairman & Vice-President)

| welcome all feedback on the newsletter. Did you
enjoy it? What could | include? What would you
From the Editor... like to see? Please feel free to send me a short

We are living through unprecedented times. Each day brings new information, new challenges piece to include in the next one due May 6th.

and a new reality. Our familiar routines are changed and we can often be fearful of what is to

come. But amidst this uncertainty we can also find positives. All around us individuals and

. . . . It is with deepest sadness that we must report the
groups are finding new ways of working, new ways of connecting and new ways of being.

death of Gordon Wakefield. Gordon was Editor of

As a society, this week, we should have been enjoying our monthly talk but as this is not possi- . . .
% Joyng y P the PDFHS journal for over 50 editions before his

ble we are connecting with you - our members via this newsletter. This will be our new monthly
format until we can be together again. The June journal will be with you as usual. If you would
like to send in snippets and news items please contact the editor at sasmc2000@yahoo.co.uk or
Quarter Cottage, 169 Main St, Yaxley, PE7 3LD. Please keep your eye on our facebook page
as well.

last one in December 2014. When | took over the
position of Editor he introduced himself to me and
wished me well. Gordon was an amateur film maker
and also a model railway enthusiast. | am sure that

In an interview on BBC news with Harry Billinge, WWII veteran, about his self isolation he many of you will have your own particular memo-

commented that ‘I have a fire, a warm bed and a blanket, I am ok’ we do still have much to be
thankful for. Keep safe and well and family history busy!!!

Sadie McMullon

ries of him ,which you can call on at this time.
We offer our sincere condolences to his wife Win
and family.




Although the area which the PDFHS covers is on the back of each
journal we may know very little about the villages in that area. Each
newsletter we will focus on a village. This month it is Eye.

PEOFILE OF BYE
by Jan Johneson

The village of EYE 1& approximately 4 miles east of PETERBOROUGH.
Burrounding parishes are:

Eamt TRORFNEY (Cambs)

South WHITTLESEY i(Cambs} and PETERBORDUMGH

Vast FETERBOROUGH and FASTON (Northante)

Forth MNEVBOROUGH (Borthante) created in the mid 19th
century from part of the Extra Parochial BORD FEN

It is a parish of 2,71l acres. In 1201 1,564 were arable and 902
pasture, thera ware 1,388 inhabitants (more than the surrounding
villages) with agricultura and brickmasking baeing tha main
industries. BRIDGES HISTORY OF SORTHAMPTONSHIRE (1¥91) alludes to
"iowling and fishing before that time but had died out by his
time®. Today, with many of the brickyards closed and the
sechanisation of agriculturs, many inhabitants work in
Faterborough.

in tha 10th ceantury 1t was known as AEEE and by the 12th had
changad to EYA or ElA, evolving to EYE as it is known today. As
the name implies, it was built on a long ridge of gravel which waa
origically an islapd in the fens, with subsidary settlements known
ma NORTHOLM, EYEBURY and OXNBY being built on outlyimg spurs of
the same ridge. Hye hae recently been given a bypass and the ridge
ie clearly vizible when driving along this.

The MANOE OF EYE was given to PETERBOROUGH ABBEY and confirmed in
EL1MG EIGAR'= charter of 972. Eye le nat mentionsd in Doomsday but
in 112% the Abbey held 1% hides whilet a certain WILLIAM OF EYE
bald 1 bide and “served with the kpights™. Eye was Espt by the
Abbey to supply its needo and the land was therefore divided among
a number of emallholdare. At EYEBURY there was a retreat for the
Abbatt.

At the Digsplution (1%530'g} the mapor wae granted to JOHN
CHAMBERS, last Abbott and firset Bishop of Peterborough, and he
lesamsd EYEBURY to hie friand JOHN EUSSELL, lat BARL OF BEDFORD.
iFor detasile of this friendship mee "Luckisst Of 411" by Michaal
Barcroft), In 1909 the tenant of Eysbury was Mr ALFRED NICHOLSON
LEEDS, a notabla geologliet, but the farmbouse ooccup¥ing the site
has oo medieval Ieaturaes.

In 1640 the Commissioners for the Sale of Bishope' Land sold EYE
and cther lands iocluding NORTHOLN to JOHN BELLAXY. The sale was
recinded at the Hestoration (le60). In 18680 the manor was vested
in the BCCLESIASTICAL CUMMISSIONERS and the BISHOF OF FPETERBOROUGH
was re-sndowed with the manor shortly thersafter.  The Lord of the
Manar to this day 18 the Bishop of Peterbarough.

Sevaral of the COURT ROLLSE from the Mapor Court have survived, the
sarlisst date back to REICHARD II and they alee exist for almosat
eVEry yeAr or the first half of the reign of HENRY VIIIL.



Boma other isportant dates are;
1820 The Parish was spoclosed
1851 The Methodist Pres Church was opened
18532 The National Sshool wam built
1874 Tha Infants School was ;:p-ud.
1906 The Primitive Chapel was built

Eye wam on ths Eailway and had s station at BYE OREEN which o

let August 1880. It was part of tha NIDLAND & GREAT FORTHEERE JOINT
LINE from FETERBOROUGH to VISBECH. This line was extremsly buey
owing to the many brickyards in the area. The last train ran in
dpril 1988 (carrying bricks),

EYE CHURCH iw dedicated to St Matthew and was built in 1848 on the
sits of an sarlier church which was pulled down. An old drawing
shove a small building with Chancel, ¥ave, South Aiele and a
wastarn Ball Turret. It was probably built im the sarly 1900's.
ERIDGEE HISTORY OF FORTHANFTONSHIRE doesw not record any monumentsl
inmeriptions in the ald church.

The presant church was ono of the lagt of BASEVI's dosigne and bhad
a veary fims broach spirs. However this bad to be dismantled in
1982 whan it was found to be unsafs. Thers is no graveyard at the
chursh although some old gravestonss have baon used as m path. Tha
modern graveyard ie located oo the Crowlaod Road at the sdge of
the willage

The parish registers start im 1943 apd are conplets until tha
1850's. Baveral registers bave besn lost and they restart im 1727
optil 1948, Thess ars in NORTHANFTON RECORD OFFICE. Howesver burial
recordes from the mid 10th century are held in the parish;, am are
registars since 1045,

On the title page of the firet register (1943) is a note stating:

"Lowt about 40 years ago, was found and
bought by THOMAS LAXTON, ishabitant of
the Parish apd given by him at the
raquest of the Rev. Nr JOE SPARKE to
the Farish, only asking tha liberty
of consulting it whansver he, tho
returnar, thinks fit.

July 22, 1711 J Sparks
J Bparke was a curate of BYE and an antiquarian of scme oote.

.

INCENDIARISH AT EYE

On Monday evaning last, about 20 minutes bafors 7 o'clock, a most
alarming firs broks out at Eys, or Patarborough, im tha stack yard
of Nr Wm BAVFORD. Tha wretch who caused it did bhis work suddenly
and sfficiently, as JOHN KNIGHTON, apprenticed to Mr PALMEE,
miller, passed the premisss about five minutes bafore, oo his way
from Pesterborough, and saw nocthing of any light iz the looality.
and by the tise he reached his mastars yard the heavens wers 11t
up. An alarm was imssdiately given and mssssogers wers despatched
for snginew. The fire, however, driven by the burricane wind which
was blowing at the time, made dreadful haves; in balf an hour, all
the stackyard where it commanced, bemides the barn, granaries,
bullock hovele, and & long range of stables, wers one body of
flamam. The destructive slament than lesaped across the strast over
Mr Bawford's housa {(which wvas saved owing to it being slated) and
saized on thres thatched housss on the othar side belonging to MNr
8; the inmates, who are of the labouring clase, ars great -
#uiferars, sose baving nothiog left but the clothes thay bad ob.
The fire then coosumed all the ocutbuildings of Mr EDIE, publicanm,
and Nr EUSSBLL, pig-jobber, burning a wagon, soms ploughs, and a
light card. It next assailed the wagon hovel, barn and stackyard
of Nr HACKE BEAINSEY, grocer, consuming tham to ashas am also
variove implemsnts, a sociable #* ato., with a hay stack belonging
to Mr PRATT

[* & Scciable was a typs of carriage - BA)

To give a just description of the scens iz impossible; the
screaming of women and children, the crashing of furniture and
implements, the noise Of horsemen and people flocking from all
parte, and the placing of six or seven engines, added to the
extreme violence orf the wind, rendering it a truly awful scens.
Had mot the wind providantially veeared 4o the south, the beautiful
village cf Eyes must bave becn totally laid inp ruilps. Thers was
Ereat dirficulty in obtaining & good supply of water. [t is to ba
bopad that, aftter sc awful a vieltation, the principal residsnts
will taks staps to convey into ths town the beautiful epring water
of which thers ie such abundance at the eapt end.of Eye.

Much judgement and astivity was shown in the sanagemsnt of the
sogines, and the pacple seemed genarally to displiay an sxosllent
spirit ip dolng what was reguired to subdue the fire. At
Patsrborough when it wam first sesn, it wvas balieved by soms to be
the Aurora Horsalis, which has appesarsd om two or thres occasions
pf late with great brilliancy; but when it was discoversd to ba a
fire at Eys (three miles off) the greatest sxcitemsnt prevailled,
and hundreds bhurried off to rendar assistance.



Providently; the dassge done, although very conmiderablse, L&
amnller than what had bessn anticipatsd, and osarly all the
proparty burnt was insured; so that, if it wos caused wilfully <of
which there can hardly bes a doubt) the mslicious rascals are
disappointed, both in the amsunt of loss, and in the dirsction
whare it will sventumlly fall.

i grave of potatoss belonging to Nr SAVPORD was roastsd in the
heap, and sérved when the alarm had somswhat subsided, to satisfy
ths hunger of many. The amount of damsge dons does not exceed
£1,500.

On Tussday night the 14th, a warshouss belomging to Mr C L PEACH,
grocar, of Sys was sntered and robbed of a quantity of cheess.
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1821 CENSUE OF ETE
by Alan Joheson

Forthamptonabire Record Office hold the original sheste from which
the Vicar completed the 1821 csnsus of Eys. I have copied the
inforsation, kept a copy and passed ancothar to Olive Aldsrmsn to
bhold with the Bocisty Archiviss.
The inforsation given im

Fams of Head of Household

Fumbar of Familiss par Houss

Pamily smploysd in Agriculturs - Trade - Other

Total numbar of Malas - Famsles - Inhabitants per Houss

Total Male and Female numbers are split by age as follows:

Uader 5, 5-10, 10-18, 15-20, 20-30

3p-40, 40=850, S0-60, 60-TO
To-80, 80-90, 90-100, 100+

1 sust smphasiss the ONLY NANE given par bhousshold is that of the
mmin holder =0 cna omnnot tell if all the occupants ars
descendants, parsnts or relations of that parson or just lodgers.

INDEX OF EYE HOUSEHOLDER NAMES
ALDERMAN Wa; ALLEN Wm; ANSELL T; ARNIBLE(T) Jno.
BALDVIN T: BARNES J; BARTON Wa; BATTRAN A-H-Jas—¥m;
BAXTER Che-Jam-¥m; BEBHAN Joo; BILLING J; BILLINGS Thowm;
BLAND T-¥Wm; BOLDON D; DBOTTONLEY Jmo; BRAINSBY B-T; BRAKER J;
BRINELEY ¥Wm; BROUGHTON Wmiy BROVE J; BURBAGE (mo initial).

CABTLEDINE 8; CEHADBAND J-W¥Wm; CHADVIN J; CHAYEY Jas; CHAPMAN J-
(oo imitiml}; CLARKE Thom; CUR ¥V; CUNNIRGTON 4.

DAVEKINS Jam; DEBOD Bt-Wo(widowTP): DEBOVW Jam; DESPOROD J;
DUEBERRY ¥m; DUNNOERE (no imnitial).

EDIS Jam.

FALE Thow; PAVAL L; PFEATHERSTONE N-T; FOWLEE T; FRANELIN Wm;
FROST 1.

GREAY Gweo; ., GREEN Lucy-Thoe; GRIPFIN L-N-R; OGUNTON (no imitial}.
HACKET G; HAINS Jas; HAIR Jno; HALE E-Jno; HALES Thoe-Wm;
HALL D; HARD ¥m;y HARE Jom; HAYS F: HILL St-ino initiall;
HOLNES Ve—Wm junior; HORSEPOOL Ei HOWVITT Va.

KING T.

LADDE Richd-We; LEBDE E; LENTON Jm; LEVIS Isabalia;
LITTLE Geo-Geao- Jno-Jos—¥Wm; LOVE Jas.

MANTON (oo initiald; NILLER Dy NITCHEL J; MNOORE Ann-J-JToo-Natt;
NUNES Ina.

FORNAN Alan=DOwen-R-Wm; NUTT L.

PALNER Jno-T-Tho: FPANK J-Jmo; FARREISH T; FPAUL A; PEDLEY Jnoj
FHILLIFS Jab; PORTER JTno—Vm.

RADFORD Jam; EREAD (no initiml}; RICHARDEQE B-G; ROBINSON C;
ROFFE Jno; FROLLE L-R.

BAVPORD Wn-Vm; SCOTHNEY Va-Woiwidow?); SHILCOCE Jom; SHIVERS W;
EXELLET Wm; SEINNER B; SMALL M¢7?); GSNITH Ban; SOUTHVELL Thom;
SPEBCHLEY T;: SPIRES Jno; STANDLEY Joo; STHELS Ann-John-Jno-Wm;
STINPSON Jno-R-T; STOCKS Wm; STREDDER ¥; GSUTTON wWm; SVIFT D-Wm
TEURLOW L; TINGEY ¢no imitial); TURNER T-¥s; TWELVETHEE T.
VENTUS Wm; VICKERS B.

VWARD Joo~Jono junior-T-¥Wm; WARNER Che; VHITEHBAD W; VILSON C;
VOLLER Gen; WRHIGHT Jaw-T-¥m.

YONG Wm; YOULS Elix.



PORTRAIT OF AN BYE EESIDENT 7
Jan  Johomon

Tou will bave sasn that the VENTERS family ware in Eyes in 1821 mnd
continued there until ths 1030's whan they moved to Peterborough.
The first parish record is the marriage of VILLIAN VENTERE to MARY
SEYERS* oo 1 Juns 1826, William was 21 in 1828 so he is Dot the
Yilliam VYenters listed as hamd of the bousa in tha 1821 Csnsus.
This William was aged 40-50 in 1821.

Olive Aldsrman found the following in Arwy records under the refi
¥O 97/1139. Even though he should be shown ao 80-40 in the Cansus
] balisve he iw the sams person as be could not read or write and
s coupls of ysars slippags in age 18 oot URCOmEON.

¥ILLIAN VENTURES Discharged from ths 1lith Eoyal Vetaran
Battalion mat Hythe, Kent 24 July 1814 for disbandment of
ths regiment and asthms. Psnsion 1 shillisg (Sp)

dged 48, 5 fest 2 inches tall, brown bhalr, grey eyes, Iair
complexion. By tradse a labourer - makes mark for signature.

' Born PETERBOROUGH nnd enlisted aged 27 in 1794.
Sarvice Becord:
2E/12/1704 - 24671809 12th Light Dragoons
25/ 671809 - 24/7/1814 11th Royal Veteran Battaliom
& Apparantly » Muguenot name also spelt BIVERS and SHIVERS

I found this a really useful potted history of Eye. If you have an interest in a village,
or parish, in or round the PDFHS area or want to ask a question please contact the
editor.

Catherine Wilson born 1830 in Cumberland married John Close in 1849 in Durham .

Their daughter Sarah Sanderson Close married and lived to a ripe old age , dying in
Lincoln. Their daughter Mary Jane born in Grantham in 1854 married Charles Henry
Reedman in 1877 in Peterborough. John Catherine Mary Jane and Charles are in the
1881 census . John Close was the innkeeper of the Blue Bells on Cowgate in Peter-
borough. He died in February 1882. | cannot find Catherine or Mary Jane anywhere
after 1882. | would really love to know when Catherine died and what happened to
her and Mary Jane. Thank you

They had five children . Their two sons went to Australia . One daughter died aged 5 .
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§ 1 invited people on the facebook page to share their

i

R brickwalls. I you missed them here they are again. :

Sometimes we want to turn our attention to differ-
ent research, as a break from our own. Lets see

how many brickwalls we can break down during
our lockdown!!! If you have any questions or
breakthroughs please contact the editor.

Here is one of my brickwalls, please. Thomas Reader, my 3 x
great grandfather, born around 1796, supposedly in
Stanground but | can't find any Readers in Stanground before
1800. He died in Stanground in 1857. His wife was Alice Whit-
ney from Yardley Hastings. | also cannot find their marriage.
Thank you. Here he is on: https://www.ancestry.co.uk/.../
person/321003111053/facts

| have another one, for anyone interested! John Green, another
3 x great grandfather. This one born in Whittlesey around 1800.
He married Ann Spriggs in 1824. There was another John Green
born around the same time, in Whittlesey, he married an Eliza-
beth. If | could find either John's baptism | could add the par-
ents to my tree and see if | get any DNA matches. Here he is:
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/.../person/322029661420/facts

L


https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/120885594/person/321003111053/facts?fbclid=IwAR1DVdoPFALT2QFjpfLLGX7QFG4r43Ks4sEpgcu7X_QbJkdf8Y6FI-vCHng
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/120885594/person/321003111053/facts?fbclid=IwAR1DVdoPFALT2QFjpfLLGX7QFG4r43Ks4sEpgcu7X_QbJkdf8Y6FI-vCHng
https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/120885594/person/322029661420/facts?fbclid=IwAR12K-SHWSys49BRXirJo5ZgB3C5wfzlpaefSX594nWaS3HbDDXIpkcCwZc

