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From the Acting Chairman...

We are still in our lockdown situation as our second newsletter is sent. May is the month when we normally hold our AGM, an important

milestone when several key actions are taken. As soon as we meet again, we shall hold an AGM to formally approve those actions which
your committee are assuming. You already know that Gill Cable resigned from the position of Chair due to pressures of work, and that the
committee accepted Vice- President Michael Kennelly’s offer of becoming Acting Chair. Our Secretary, Helen Tovey, told us that she would
be retiring at the AGM because of house moving (and job pressures). The committee has accepted the offer of Sadie McMullon, our

Journal Editor, to take on the office of Secretary as well. During May Helen and Sadie will complete the hand-over. Michael Kennelly will also take over the

Programme Organiser’s functions on a temporary basis. On your behalf I express our gratitude to these people for all that they have done and all that they are
about to do — and wish them well.

I think that we are unlikely to meet formally until October, but will keep you updated. The committee are planning to hold an ‘on-line” meeting.

Now a warning which has no relation to family history. Recently I have received two official looking emails reminding me that I have not paid my TV licence
and suggesting that I set up a new Direct Debit payment to do so. This was interesting since at the moment I am not required to pay for my TV licence. The
(different) numbers on these emails have no resemblance to the official number on my genuine TV licence which I have filed. You’ve guessed it: it is a scam.
Please be aware and make sure you don’t fall for it!

I wish you well in these difficult times, and good hunting with your ‘armchair’ family history.

Michael Kennelly (Acting Chairman & Vice-President)

From the Editor...

It is evidence of how adaptable us humans are that we quickly become accustomed to new routines. Life in lockdown, or self-isolation, soon becomes familiar
even though, for the majority of us, it has only been 6 weeks. Whether you are still making the daily commute to work, working from home, furloughed, home
schooling or recovering from illness the routine of the day will undoubtedly be different. I have realised that my excuse of not having enough time to complete a
task is not really an excuse at all. I, like many of us in this new situation, find that on some days I lack inclination and motivation.

Family history research is a perfect antidote to this. You can temporarily lose yourself in your ancestor’s lives, their trials and tribulations. If your new schedule
allows you more free time then now is the perfect time to take advantage of the many free online resources and courses. If you find your schedule busier than usu-
al then 10 or 15 minutes of research may be enough time to uncover a new ancestor or research an aspect of an ancestors lives.

Please consider committing your experiences to paper and write an article for the journal or newsletter. This needn’t be long!!

Happy searching! Keep safe and well. Sadie McMullon




Although the area which the PDFHS covers is on the back of each journal
we may know very little about the villages in that area. Each newsletter we
will focus on a village. This month it is Farcet.

PROFILE OF FARCET
:.r} T e A e

EARCET, in the former county of Huntingdonshire, lies 5 miles dus
south of PETERBOFOUGH. Until 1885 it was part of STANGROUND
parish, it's northern neighbour. To the east the parish boundry
with WHITTLESEY is also the old county boundary betwaan
Huntingdmnshire and Cambridgeshire. To the south is RAMSEY, to the
wast HOLME and YAXLEY and the circle 1s completed by FLETTON teo
the north.

[t has been known by various names — FEARRESHEAFDE t(luth L2
FARBESHEAFDE iloth-1=th G); FARESHEVED (10th-14th C} and FABSET
(i6th Ci. Although the Manor of Farcet is not mention=d in
Doomesday, it was one of the sariiest endowments of THORNEY ABBEY.
It may be identified with the land at Farcet bought by ETHELWOLD,
Bishop nf Winchester (063-084). King Edger gawe it to Thorney who
el it wntii the Abbey was dissclved in the 1540°s.

Importact dates for the manor since tbhen are

| St ECWARD VI granted it to S1E WALTER NILDMAY 1or his
wile

155 Apoihar grant was made to Sir Walter in lee.

1588 Sir Walter obtained reversion of the Manor of
STANGROUND of which bhe hald & lease. From this
cime on bothe mAnRDrs were in the sape bands until

1824 Farcet ioherited by MARIA, eldest daughter and co-heir
of SAMPE0F, BARON EARDLEY of SFALDING and wife of
GREGORY, idth LORD SAYE & SELE. [t remained in family
bande until

L wiw Farcet estates mold and Hanor conveyed to HR ZANUEL
REUBEN who died in 1934,

In 1279 & fishery called FARCET LUDE was appurtenant to Farcet
manor snd was held by HENRY LE KEATVUR at a rent of 28 (10p) & year,
In 1562 JUOHN JOMESOE held a lease af *Al} the fisberies of Farcet
wxtending from CONQUEST LODE to HURSEBRIDGE and WHITTLAEEY DYKE®.
it thim time the tenants of the manor had common of pasturea,
tighing and fowling in FARCET FEN, put might only use two nets at
Lnde .

in the 17th Cantury most of Farcet Fen was drained, although
VHITILESEY MEREE, realiy a deep southern extension of the fen, wWas
lett uptil 176z, The recovered land wam antirely enclosed, the
soil being "ien and loam” with a subspil of clay and gravel. In
the gravel have been found traces of a “femn island site”.

Farcat village itself stands on the ridge which runs Northwest
/Sputheast irosm the River Nene at Stanground to Normans (ross on
the Great North Boad, This ridge was effectivly the bank of tha
aid Hiver Hena as 1t mmandered its way across the fen o0 a
circuotos route vias Kamsey and March to Wisbech., 1t was the
cutting of & diract course for the river betwsen Peterborough and
Wisbech which helped the draining o1 Farcet Fen.



In 1801 the population of Farcet was 363, in 1831 530 and in 1851

it haa risen to 756.

lhe chburch 1% dedicated to St Mary. Originally in the 12th C 1t
enly bad a chancel and aisleless nave. At the end of that century
a tower was added. lhe chancel was rebuilt in the mid 13th C and a
south chapel acded. In 1279 the south aisle was added and in the
14th ¢ the soulh porch was built.

The church was restored in 1852 when the chancel and chapel were
rebuilt and the north aisle added. The tower was restored Lo94-7
and nNow contains 3 bells,

The monuments inaide the Church are mainly floor slabs. These
comnemorate Nrs DOROIEA WRIGHT (4 1674); EDVARD HELLAXY (d 1702
and his widow ANN (d 1712); DAVID BOVKER (a 1781); Rev. JOHN
KONTFORD ta 17685) and his wife HANNAH (d 1832), their daughter
SUSANNAH «d 1832) and her husband JOHN KARSHALL (4 1837>; JOHN
BIRD (d lewo:; JOHN ALBERT RINES (d 1917). ln the tower is a late
17th C Ftloor slab tu JOHN CRANE Jun. In the north aislie a window
is dedicated to VILLIAM VILLIS (4 1916) and his son KUSSELL
SPENCER WILLIS <4 1897).

Ilbe registers start in 1641 (bapriems), 1677 (marriages’ and 1676
(burials) and are held at Huntingdon Record Oftice.

The Wesleyan Chapel was built about 1835 and the Primitive
Methodist Chapel 1in 1540,

Farcet Kill was a very fine windmill which so0d on the west side
of Fletton Road. Originally it stood Your staories high but ceased
production at the turn 0f the century, The machinery was smold
during Vorld War I, In 1933 the ground floor was being used as a

plg~=ty.

VARTS AND ALL

Early this century a reporter from the Peterborough Advertiser
interviewed REUBEN FEACH of Farcet regarding his claim to be a
SucCessiul wart Charmer. Kr Peach was not forthcoming as to his
Methcds, Liuuwsed e ewore his patients to secrecy, saying that
thelr warts would return i1 they divuilged hilis methods To OLhers,

Despite this he attracted a clientele from a wide area around
Farcet.

J. C. Hill and Gazely Hall, Farcet

Its amazing how information tends to come together, often when you
are least expecting it.

I have long had an interest in J. C. Hill ‘maker of modern Fletton’ and
founder of what would become London Brick. Browsing the British
Newspapers on FindMyPast I came across the following article in The
Stamford Mercury, 28th October, 1910:

gu!:;r?e:i“;?f;‘ll\?“{:;&b;h; ‘Committee re- In all of my research I had not
rted that they had inspected the Cottage b FMr. Hill havi
omes, and also a house in the Crescent.—It DCCN aware o r. H1 aving

. H. Little and seconded by . )
Mo, Daviy etdh:’{ Q{: }; C Hill be written to a connection with Gazely Hall

: S I|d be prepared to let
:.i" uel:m n;{::tl;ri':l?e‘:g urzardeer? a? Farcet or and where was Gazely Hall?

T & the London-road, for a . .
?‘gttn(;(;ﬁ;l:ns:.l :tl‘led iio.:) u;on what terms.—The The ‘Coffee Palace’ is

TOpOCE WA agupte. + -+ Phorpres House in Fletton.
A quick look at the ordnance survey map revealed that Gazely Hall
was just outside Farcet, on the left hand side, heading towards
Stanground. I presumed that the modern estate Gazely Gardens was
named after the Hall.

After posting my query on several local facebook pages I was inundat-
ed with information including who lived there in various years, that it
was once a mink farm, had been badly damaged by fire, was sold on
the 1st May 1930 by the executors of the late Samuel Lawrence and
was the site of ghostly occurrences before being demolished in the



1960s.

My biggest surprise was being contacted by Rowena Brett from Melbourne,
Australia. She had been researching her family and had discovered that a distant
branch had been resident in the Hall in 1911. She writes:

Here is my transcription of the original 1911 record:

"1911 in 16-room home at Gazeley Hall Farcet, Stanground, (Peterborough, Northants), Hunts
Schedule No 112

HoH, Thomas Henry RICHER aged 32 b.1879 Whittlesey, Cambs; Butcher (Day Work as cur-
rently unemployed)

Wife, Annie Elizabeth NEWELL) aged 32 b.1879 Eastrea, Cambs; m.6 yrs (1905) 1 child,
living

Daughter, Mildred Annie RICHER aged 5 b.1906 Stanground, Hunts

Visitor, Sarah Ann TURNER, single aged 22 b.1889 Stanground, Hunts."

A book Farcet and it’s Treasures has several images of the Hall together with a
few pages of text. Unfortunately it is now out of print but if anyone has a copy |

would love a photocopy or photo of the relevant pages.

What I have yet to discover is the link between J. C. Hill and Gazely Gardens, 1
can only presume he owned the property but when? And did he ever live there?
And what was his response to the request? If you can add to my information
please contact the Editor, thankyou.

Brickwall appeal from member Roger $ Andrew
OK I'll keep the “old” facts simple.

The subject is my 3 x gt grandfather, a guy named RICHARD ANDREW. 1
know so much of him BUT NOT HIS BAPTISM. He was born ¢1787, married
Maria Holmes in Castor on 8" May 1817, was a “gardiner” in 1818 when his first
son Thomas was baptised in Castor, and later innkeeper of the Cross Keys Inn in
Narrow Bridge Street, Peterborough. He died on 23™ February 1846 and was
buried in St John the Baptist graveyard on 26" February.

In the 1841 census Richard, together with most of his family are to be found in

Narrow Bridge Street. He was recorded as being a 50 year old Innkeeper born “in

the county”, therefore Northants. Thomas and Letitia were elsewhere.
Where were you baptised? Who are your parents?

If you can assist please contact the Editor and I will pass on the information to
Roger.

The Dodson Brickwall Broken by Alan Johnson

A distant cousin and I have for many years been trying to find the baptism
of William Dodson who married Alice Tompson at Stilton, Hunts on 8"
October 1696. Indeed, finding him was a Brickwall for a few years as we
only knew of the children of his son Thomas who farmed at Coppingford
in Upton, Hunts parish. Eventually we found Thomas’ baptism at Stilton
on 12" November 1710 which led us to William and Alice’s marriage.

Huntingdonshire Family History Society have transcribed all the county’s
registers and in 2017 published the results in 3 CDs which I bought. They
have already helped with some other brickwalls and with lockdown I de-
cided to look at the Dodson problem again. I searched the births and the
only William Dodson baptism I found between 1600 and 1700 was at Or-
ton Waterville in 1674. I did check adjacent counties but nothing came up
so my cousin and I agreed that almost certainly this is the baptism of our
ancestor.

From this breakthrough I have been able to construct this family tree.

Cuthburt DODSON
Buried: & Aug 1602 in Marholm, Nths

John STEELE

John DODSOM Margery CLEMENT
Bag: 2 Jul 1576 in Marhelm, Nihs Buned: 9 May 1620 in Castor, Nths Marr: 1605 in Water Newton, Hunts

l ]

Margery STEELE
Blap: 1608 in Water Newton, Hunts
Marr. 29 Oct 1633 in Batolph Bridge,

John CROSS

William DODSON

Bap: 12 Apr 1607 in Marhalm, Hiths

Died: btw 1635 and 1645 in NOT
KMOWN

Hunis
Died: aft 1650 m NOT KNOWN

]

Jeremiah DODSON

Blap: 15 May 1635 in Botolph Bridge,
Hurts:

Buriad: 21 Dec 1705 in Farcet, Hunts

Elizabeth CROSS
Bap: 6 Mar 1641 in Castor, Nths
Marr: 1664 in Botolph Bridge, Hunts
Buriad: 4 Jan 1717 in Farcet, Hunis

Because of the common practice before the early 17™ century of only re-
cording the father’s name in the baptism register, the search is now on for
the various Dodson marriages — but that is a brick wall for another day.



Sue Paul has very generously sent us a ‘Belated Easter How will the corona virus pandemic be remembered?

Gift... I’'m sure we would all have relished finding a diary or letter written by our

- Happy Easter ancestors about their experiences of the 1918 Spanish Flu, the Great War

or WW2.
I prepared this talk as some compensation for those who
had booked tickets for my book launch at the London | | Have you considered recording your thoughts and experiences for future
Metropolitan Archives which, like so many events at this | | generations?

time, had to be cancelled.

You could include what lockdown was like? How you managed to shop?

My talk to your society has also been cancelled (in all but one case, also due | | The difficulties of social distancing? The impact new

to COVID-19) and it occurred to me that your members may also be looking | | technology has made? The positives you have found in
for something to occupy themselves whilst in isolation. If you are keeping in
touch with members during this time of no meetings, perhaps you may like to
pass the link onto them. https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibdQPPgiaAg Government records will show the statistics but like all
events it is everyday peoples thoughts and feelings that

family historians will want to know about.

this situation.

Regards, Sue Paul

Book Review

If your reading material is getting low then two local publications, with connected themes, may fit the bill. Load, Aim, FIRE! by Roy Butters and Paul Mid-
dleton and England’s Lost Lake: The Story of Whittlesea Mere by Paul Middleton.

Load, Aim, FIRE! explores two Huntingdonshire traditions, one set in Yaxley’s fen, the other St. Pe-

ter’s Church, Yaxley. This was a time before the fen was fully drained an‘d farmed, when there was EN GL AND, S

no road to Holme village and the Yaxley Lode flowed down into the ancient Trundle Mere and be-

yond to Whittlesea Mere. All proceeds from book sales are donated to Sue Ryder Hospice at Thorpe LOST LAKE
THE STORY OF WHITTLESEA MERE

Hall, Peterborough.

Load, Aim, FIRE! England’s Lost Lake: The Story of Whittlesea Mere tells the story of Whittlesea Mere, a great lake

True stories from Yaxley and its Fenn - which was drained. In so doing the landscape and local livelihoods were altered from one of fishing,

R fowling and reed growing to that of agriculture. Today the draining of the lake has bequeathed two
important nature reserves at Holme Fen and Woodwalton Fen.

If you have read a book recently which members might be interested in then please contact the
EdltOI‘ Wlth detalls. Paul Middleton



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ibdQPPqiaAg

Due to the current situation the June journal will be

Online resonrees...
res s sent to you as a PDF file by e.mail. There will also

The Bletchley Park roll of honour includes everv member of the Foreign Office (civilians) who be a copy on the website. If you change your email
subsequently advised Bletchley Park that they had worked there. address (or postal address) then please let the socie-
www bletchlevpark org uk/roll-of-honour ty know: secretarypdfhs@gmail.com.

‘Bombing Britain™ a WW2 air raid map www.warstateandsocietv.com/Bombing-Britain Lets keep connected.

The General Register office online index now covers all deaths registered in England and Wales
from 1984-2019_ as well as 1837-1957

www_gro.uk/gro/content/certificate

National Archives-While the Kew site is closed signed-in users can download digital records for ‘ Have you sent in your

free. What more excuse do vou need to fill in those gaps!! ‘{",’uSt 2, membership subscription yet?
rien )

If vou find a useful site or resource please let the editor know so that we can share it. reminder... Due 1st April 2020

Pheto Query = Due to my interest in Fletton I was given these photographs. Someone has written on the reverse, ‘Meadhampstead, London Road, P’Boro,
her dad started LBC-Bristows’. I have researched James Bristow, son of George, quite extensively and I believe that the photos may show the wedding of his
granddaughter or granddaughters. James’ own children Hannah, George, Martha, Clara, William, Edith, Ethel, Minnie, Percy and Hilda had all been born by
1873. I have, as yet, not come across a link between the Bristow family and LBC. So my questions are many: who are the brides and grooms? Where did the
marriage take place? Where is the building, acting as the back drop? Which member of the Bristow family is connected to LBC? When were the Bristows

resident at Meadhampstead/Medehampstead?
Which house on London Road is Meadhamp-
stead/Medehampsted? Any other information any-
one can offer would be gratefully received. Please
contact the Editor.

If you have a photo query then don’t be shy. Send
the Editor a copy and hopefully members will be
able to shred light on it. If you have an unusual,
interesting or special photograph that you would
like to share please send that in too-especially if
you have a story that you tell about it. (A scan or
copy of the photo is sufficient.)




