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Peterborough and District Family History Society Newsletter 

August 2020 

Have you paid your    

annual subscription 

yet?? 

It’s easy to do by cheque 

or bank transfer. 

Contact the treasurer: 

janetdewis@hotmail.com 

 

From the Chairman 

Some time ago I planned a power-point talk entitled ‘Family History from the Armchair’.   The aim of this was to remind the 

audience of all the facilities at our disposal that would make it unnecessary to travel to record offices.   Little did I think then 

that the day would come when I would have no option but to do research solely from home.   I am thankful for facilities ac-

cessed on-line to enable me to continue research in this Covid19 era.   But, oh, how I miss what we had!   I miss our meetings 

and the talks and the discussions and the one-to-one sharing of information and the opportunity of helping each other face to 

face.  We still hope to meet again in October – if the Salvation Army give the all clear. If we do, it will be in their large hall. 

Meanwhile, we are thinking about a Zoom talk: the AGM on Zoom: and whether evening meetings are still the best time for  

most people or would afternoons be preferable.   Your thoughts would be welcome.   I thank Sadie for that wonderful electronic 

40th birthday Journal, and for her continued production of the newsletter to help bind us together.   Do please help to keep your 

Society alive by paying your subscriptions – easy to forget when we do not physically meet.   Best wishes to you all. 

Michael Kennelly 

 
From the Editor 

When I stumbled across this image on clip art it immediately reminded me of our first family holiday with our eldest daughter, who was 

11 months old at the time. She was in the centre of the back seat of the car in a new child car seat, they had just been introduced. Wedged 

around her were all the baby items I thought she would need for a week away in Yorkshire: travel cot, pushchair, suitcase of clothes, food, 

changing mat, toys, medicine-and the list goes on. I’m surprised she didn’t suffocate en route. 

This year we contemplate holidays perhaps of a different kind. Travelling abroad is more uncertain and the ‘staycation’ is being adver-

tised as the new thing!!  

What were holidays like in years gone by? Day trips to the seaside? An afternoon off work to attend the local fair or to visit home? A 

week at Butlins with entertainment included? Were caravans pulled to a favourite campsite? Was the seaside B and B booked? Were the 

same locations re-visited or was each year a different destination? What were holiday clothes like? Was a tent involved? 

Perhaps this is the ideal time to record and share the memories of your holidays. Dig out your photos-even the embarrassing ones. Your 

children and grandchildren would be fascinated and so would other members.  

Whatever you are doing this August stay well, put your feet up, relax and read this bumper newsletter and who knows the sun might shine!!  Sadie  
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Although the area which the PDFHS covers is on the back of 

each journal we may know very little about the villages in that 

area. Each newsletter we will focus on a village. This month it 

is Longthorpe. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

              Courtesy of themomentmagazine.com  

               Holy Well                                                                     Thorpe Hall 
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The National Archives 

Have you tried the National Archives series of free online talks, 

webinars and Q and A sessions? 

Covering topics as diverse as ‘Using First World War Records’ to 

‘Bordeaux and the Brits: Online wine tasting’ and ‘The Gin Craze’. 

There is something for everyone.  

I have just signed up for ‘Restoring Charles II: 1660’ . It was quick 

and easy to do so visit: 

www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/about/visit-us/whats-on/events/ 

Share your favourite talk or webinar with fellow members in the          

next newsletter. 
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PROFILE OF FARCET - By David Rooke  

In the May newsletter the spotlight village was ‘Farcet’. David Rooke has his own family connections with Farcet 

and the Salvation Army. If you, or your family, have connections with the villages in our area please let other mem-

bers know by writing a short article for the newsletter or journal.   

The interesting article on Farcet published in the Society’s newsletter of May 2020 noted the building of the Wes-

leyan and Primitive Methodist Chapels besides giving the history of St Mary’s Anglican Church. In addition to 

those places of worship there was a Salvation Army Hall. This building is still standing and is located in Field Ter-

race.  

I have a distant connection with its origin around the turn of the century. One of the local lads at the time was a 

John William Dunkley, born in 1882 in Farcet. John had a younger brother, Horace, who married Eva Gladys Pratt, 

sister of Margaret (nee Pratt), my maternal grandmother.  

On one occasion John, with a couple of mates, had gone the back way to Yaxley for a night out at the pub when 

they came across an open-air service being conducted by the Salvation Army. They stayed and listened and were 

“saved” that night. There was, at the time, no branch of the Salvation Army in Farcet but John involved two of his brothers in a project to build the Hall in 

Field Terrace. A number of the Dunkleys subsequently became active in the Army and its local band. John himself played the big bass drum and his son, John 

Bramwell Dunkley, became an officer in the 1920’s, rising to the rank of brigadier. It is also said that Frederick William, my grandmother’s eldest son, played 

the big bass drum in the band at one time.  

According to Ernie Porter, who lived in Farcet as a boy, the band was the largest Salvation Army band in the county. Over 50 children from the village, just 

about all of them, belonged to it.  

Websites and online resources 

Welcome to England’s Immigrants 1330-1550, a fully-searchable database containing over 64,000 names of people known to have migrated to England during the period of the Hundred 

Years’ War and the Black Death, the Wars of the Roses and the Reformation. Did your ancestor arrive in England between 1330 and 1550. Click here to access the site. 

Index of Lunatic Asylums and Mental Hospitals. Based on a comprehensive survey in 1844, and extended to other asylums. A Middlesex University resource by Andrew Roberts. 

The asylum index began as just England and Wales-but it is stretching out. Click here to access the site. 

Do you have non-conformist ancestors? Do you live near a chapel? Do you have a story to tell or photo to share? This website is asking for contributions to extend its coverage. 

Click here to access the site. 

Are you interested in the wars of the Roses? How did the custom of exchanging engagement rings start? Listen to this short video, centred on Sudeley Castle, given by Professor 

Kevin Schurer.  Click here to access the talk . 

Gresham College exists to provide free lectures to all. These are live streamed for those unable to attend and over 2,000 are now available online on the website and on YouTube.  

Have a look at their program. With such a wide variety there is something to suit all tastes. Click here to access the site. 

https://www.englandsimmigrants.com/
http://www.studymore.org.uk/4_13_TA.HTM
https://www.mywesleyanmethodists.org.uk/
https://www.imagenova.co.uk/our-work/schurer-talks-educational-videos
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/
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More websites and online resources 

Looking for a way to spend an hour? Look no further than these two websites and youtube presentation: 

The Society of Genealogists has a varied program of talks. Booking is advisable, some are free and some have a nominal charge. Click here to access the site. 

BALH has produced a program of 10 minute talks on a range of topics. Click here to access the site. 

Desperate to visit somewhere. The Scarborough Archaeological and Historical Society have produced this access all areas tour of Ayton Castle. Access the tour here. 

No apologies for having many websites and online resources for you. Many societies are producing excellent online resources to keep you occupied. If you have a website or resource 

to recommend then please get in touch. 

Book Reviews 

‘Ignoring Gravity’  by Sandra Danby - Book Review by Ewan Cappitt 

 

Rose Haldane, journalist, and her sister are clearing out wardrobes and chest of drawers etc. of their deceased 
mother when they find a bag of old note books, diaries she kept years before.   Rose is shocked to find reference 
to premature menopause, a subject she has been asked to write an article about, and that the mother had adopt-
ed a baby.   Her?    
 
The story unfolds about how, using the research techniques usual to her journalistic career, she researches who 
her birth mother was, why she was given up, and what happened to her “real” mother.  It is only when her father, 
following a heart attack and is in a dangerous condition, does he provide an insight as to who was Jack, her “real” 
father.   Imagine how it would feel to find out that your family were not yours after all! 
 
The secondary story is about how obsessed Lily, the ‘sister’ is of her apparent inability to conceive a baby. 
 
It kept me wanting to find out more, until the very end. For more info about author click here. 
 
                              Thankyou Ewan for this review. It sounds a fascinating read. The website looks good as well. 

http://www.sog.org.uk/books-courses/events-courses/category/online-talks
https://www.balh.org.uk/resources-other-presentation-material
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DvUi4egLegg
https://www.sandradanby.com/


 7 

More Book Reviews 

‘Can't put it down’ by George B. Sykes 

A review of ‘Secrets of the National Archives’ by Richard Taylor 

 ‘The first census was taken in 1881; wrong. Britain's earliest surviving census was compiled in 1599’. 

‘Should you have a Mary Wade in your family tree or pedigree, just maybe it was she who at the tender age of ten years 
was transported for life to Australia, (with a happy ending)’. 

Just two records from the National Archives brought to life in a most enthralling book. 

In response to the request of author Richard Taylor, staff at the National Archives have nominated their favourite docu-
ments, to supply a wealth of material spanning our time from the writing of the Doomsday Book until the X-files of 1981. 

There are faithfully reproduced photographs of original documents with engaging and eloquent appraisals of the stories 
behind them. close to 300 pages of 'do not disturb' reading. 

     www.nationalarchives.gov.com 
     
Thankyou for this book review George, it sounds interesting  and has already been added to my ‘to read’ pile.  If you have read an interesting book re-
cently then please consider doing a book review for the newsletter or journal. It doesn’t have to be long!! A recommendation is enough a few words. 

 

                            ‘The Church of St. Mary Magdalene , Stilton’ 
 

Church visitor guides can often be little more than outdated lists of Rectors with sketchy architectural drawings. The visitor 

guide for The Church of St. Mary Magdalene, Stilton is so much more. Yes there is the required section on the church histo-

ry but this has been written in a lively way covering topics as diverse as roof appeals with ’their customary thermometer’ to 

the boom and bust brought about by the A1 bypass. The discussion of the fabric of the building is accompanied by photos 

so you are not left wondering what a ’weeping chancel’ is.   

In addition there are interesting sections on the Old Rectory and the Very Old Rectory, notable memorials with accompany-

ing mini biographies, Stilton’s losses in the two World Wars and the Bells. 

       If you have ancestors with a Stilton connection, or just for interest, this guide is a very good read. 
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Competition Winner 

Thankyou for all the wonderfully imaginative competition entries to win a copy of Nathan 

Dylan Goodwin’s The Sterling Affair. The winner was chose at random and was:  Ernie Pep-

per.  

A rebus is a puzzle device that combines the use of illustrated pictures with individual letters 

to depict words and/ or phrases. Ernie’s rebus is on the right: 

 

Below are two of the other entries, can you work them out? 

                                                                                      

 

    

 

1. 

 

Barbara Lawson-Reay has used the time since her retirement to pursue her interest in social history.  This book looks at the 

foundation of the first WI in Britain at Llanfairpwll, Anglesey, in 1915 by one man and his dog, Colonel Stapleton Cotton and Tink-

er. It is set against a backdrop of the Suffragist Movement. In 1926 2,000 women, their blue peace flags flying, descended on 

the little market town of Pen-y-groes near Caernarfon, at the beginning of the Peace Pilgrimage (based on the Suffragist’s 

1913 Pilgrimage) to London.  

The appendices for each section include fascinating minibiographies of personalities mentioned in the chapters. Some of the 

Anglesey WI members lives are nothing short of amazing – manning soup kitchens one day and attending Balls at Bucking-

ham Palace the next!  

Barbara has also published  Votes for Women in the same ‘Who’s Who’ format.  

2. 
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Photo Brickwall 

Robert Atkin has asked for assistance with identifying where the school in this photograph may 

be. He writes: 

‘I found it almost 5 years ago when I was sorting through my late mother's effects. There is 
nothing on the reverse to suggest the school at which it was taken. The only clue on it is the 
board which reads "St ?  S.89". 
 
I believe it comes from my mother's side of the family and will originate from the Peterborough 
area, or, just over the border into Lincolnshire, in the Thorney across to Wisbech area, as the 
majority of her family were from that way. 
 
June and Vernon Bull don't recognise it from any of their collection and a letter to Nigel 
Thornton at the Peterborough Telegraph did not attract any response. I have also looked on the 

site for all the old Peterborough photographs and there is nothing on there. I am, therefore, no further forward.  If you are able to print this a member 
might just be able to help identify the photograph and any names. 
 
My mother's name, prior to the adoption of her and her siblings, was "Pentelow" and became "Blythe" on adoption. Her parents died in tragic circum-
stances and I have obtained a copy of the inquest relating to my maternal grandfather, Charles Pentelow, who is buried at Paston church, together 
with my maternal grandmother, Constance Emily Pentelow, nee Cliffe.  They died a year apart and both were aged 35 years. My mother was born in 
1927 at Walton. If you are able to print this it is alright to append any of the above information’. 
 
I hope a member will be able to break Robert’s brickwall. 
 

Ancestry advises users to change password if they use Family Tree Maker 
 
There has seemingly been another breach of privacy, this time by Software Mackiev (www.mackiev.com), producer of the popular Family Tree Maker 
software programme, with which users can sync information to their online family tree on Ancestry (www.ancestry.co.uk). It seems that the company 
has exposed to access information for some 60,000 users thanks to a misconfigured cloud server - the full story is at https://
www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/genealogy-software-maker-exposes/ and https://www.wizcase.com/blog/mackiev-leak-
research/.  

This is a timely reminder that we should all change our passwords regularly, and not use the same password for all websites. 

http://www.mackiev.com/
http://www.ancestry.co.uk/
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/genealogy-software-maker-exposes/
https://www.infosecurity-magazine.com/news/genealogy-software-maker-exposes/
https://www.wizcase.com/blog/mackiev-leak-research/
https://www.wizcase.com/blog/mackiev-leak-research/
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         From a Barometer to a Bigamy… 

By Pauline Kennelly 

My friend, Anthea, recently told me how a neighbour had asked about a plaque on the barometer which stands just inside her front door. The barometer 

was a gift for her great grandfather’s service at the Prudential and the plaque showed he had completed 45 years of service. This conversation triggered 

off the idea in Anthea of finding out more about her family and she asked me to give her some help in starting.  

All seemed straight forward at first. I filled in some gaps along the line of Anthea’s great-grandfather and then began to trace the marriages of his two 

sisters. The oldest sister was: 

Emily Alice Parfitt, born 1860 who married Henry George Mance, born 1862. The wedding was at St. James, Holloway, N. London on August 26th, 

1883. Bride & Groom were of full age, spinster & bachelor, and the Groom’s occupation was a Bank Clerk. 

The 1891 Census of 86, Barnsbury Road, Islington showed the couple had, by then, three children. The first, Emily Lilian Clara, was baptized at St 

James, Holloway on June 29th 1884. The second, Maude Ellen, was baptized on May 30th 1886 at St James, Holloway. The third Henry Ernest, born 

1890, was not baptized.  

But, in the 1901 Census of 86, Barnsbury Road, London, Emily was shown as Head of Household living with her three children and a boarder. Where 

was husband Henry? He did not appear in any death records and Emily states she is a Wife. The 1911 Census shows Emily living alone at 86, Barnsbury 

Road. She is again described as Head of household and as having been married for 28 years. 

Returning to the 1901 Census I find a Henry George Mance, born 1862, in Wandsworth, S. London. He has a wife Eliza and three children: Gladys E, b. 

1893; Henry E. b. 1896; Violet I. b.1899. His occupation: commercial traveller. This man appeared to be the missing husband of Emily so I searched 

Marriage records to try and confirm this. I found: 

On 23rd November 1892 at St George the Martyr, Southwark, S. London, the marriage by Licence of: Henry George Mance, 32 yrs., bachelor, and Eliza 

Thorn, 23 years, spinster. His occupation was a cycle manufacturer and his address: 86 Barnsbury Road, Islington. The address where his legal wife and 

their three children still lived. 

In the 1911 Census, Henry George Mance was living with (Wife) Eliza at 23 Doddington Grove, Kennington, S.London. The length of marriage was 18 

years. His occupation was an Accountant. Their children were: Gladys Ella, 17; Henry Eric, 15; Violet Irene, 10 and Gerald Alan, 2. There was also a 

boarder Afred J. Pankhurst, 23, a meat salesman.   

The only further research I have done to date is to find Henry George Mance’s WWI records. He served on the Home Front and in his personal details the 
next of kin is Eliza (wife). The date of their wedding is listed as 23rd November 1892 - as it was - but the place is named as St.George’s, Bow, S.E. Lon-
don – which it was not.  And all this was started off by a casual enquiry about the plaque on Anthea’s barometer! 

                 This tale of intrigue, that Pauline has uncovered, just shows that family history is never dull. You never know what you might find. 


