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                       From the Chairman… 

 

    It has been customary to recognise eras of time by ‘Ages’.  For example, 

we have had Stone Age, Iron Age, Bronze Age…..Agricultural Age, Industrial 

Age, Railway Age….Space Age and now “The Age of Communication”.   The 

World Wide Web has a lot to answer for but has much for which we can be 

truly thankful.   Do you remember hunting for a vacant telephone box long 

ago when you wanted to make an important call?   That’s a thing of the 

past.   We have gravitated from that ‘brick’ of a first mobile phone to the 

modern gizmo that you can slip into your pocket, and on which you can 

carry out most of your leisure and business transactions:  Smart 

phone;  tablet;  laptop;  desktop computer; all these can 

provide us with means of researching our family history 

from the comfort of our homes or on the hoof.   They 

will also facilitate sending the result of our research over 

the ether.   During these current restrictions that pre-

vent us meeting with our fellow Family Historians we 

can still talk with them and see them and have group 

discussions and, this month, a Family History talk by 

Zoom.   The Age of Communication indeed.   Embrace it 

and enjoy it.  

                        

                               Michael Kennelly 

 

From the Editor… 

With the days rapidly shortening you often hear people lamenting the 

fact that they will be cooped up inside with nothing to do now summer is 

a distant memory. But I bet none of those people are family historians!  

Family historians look forward to those dark nights. It is true we may not 

be able to visit as many ancestral villages as we would like, but no more 

do we have to feel guilty when we are updating our records, searching on 

Ancestry or writing up our notes. There is no garden being neglected, no 

allotment stands undug and no summer excursion to intrude.  

If you are lucky and your research is progressing well now could also be 

the time to broaden your knowledge. With the growth of zoom, youtube, 

Microsoft teams and Future Learn there are now so many talks and lec-

tures available at all hours of the day. From the Railways to the Fens, 

Cromwell to Victorian Churches there is something for everyone. 

Something that many of us have missed are the Family History Events and 

Roadshows, such as Family Tree Live. But even these are taking to the 

virtual world. Our own society will be having a ‘live booth’ at the Really 

Useful Family History Show in November. So look out for details and drop 

in and say ‘hi’.  

                              Sadie McMullon  



Members Subscription and Password Change 

Thankyou to those members who have paid their annual subscription. I am sure you will agree it is very good value.  

If you have not yet paid your subscription, please email the Treasurer at janetdewis@hotmail.co.uk to agree the easiest way for you to pay  

 Thankyou  

~ 

One of the attractions for members is having access to the societies extensive archives, via the website. Here you have access to documents that may 

not be seen anywhere else.  

The password for the website is due to change on the 31st October.  

All members who have paid their 2020 subscription will be notified of the new password.  

At the beginning of November an additional 5,200 names will be added to the archives names index. This means the society will hold information on 

190,200 individuals. 

Documents available are too numerous to mention but include: Births, Marriages and Deaths of 2754 Canadians from the original French settlement to 

the 1900s, Memorial Inscriptions in Peterborough’s Cowgate and Eastfield cemeteries (1805-1950) and some other local churchyards and  Will Todd’s 

“Diary of an Emigrant to Australia” on the Hesperus in 1883 

Don’t delay, check your subscription is up to date today 

 

Futurelearn 

Are you fairly new to genealogy ? Would you like to explore how DNA can help your research ?  Would you like to add context to your family history re-

search ? Would you like to know how your research can be presented ? Are you an experienced researcher but would like to brush up on your skills ? 

If you answered yes then the ‘free’ course from the University of Strathcylde, Glasgow, through Futurelearn, is the answer.  

‘Genealogy: Researching your family tree’ starting on 19th October and lasting 6 weeks 

Click here for the course details. 

https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/genealogy


Book Review 

Diaries by Sally George 

When Sally received a diary as a 14th birthday present she could not have predicted what that gift would lead to. The first entry was made on January 

12th 1967 and the last entry, in the three volumes, is dated 31st December 1990. The first volume The Secondary Modern Schoolgirl: Sally’s Diary 1967 to 

1969 covers Sally’s final days of school at John Mansfield Secondary Modern School. The second vol-

ume Sally’s Diary: Leaving Home in the 1970s Peterborough-Cardiff-Birmingham covers leaving home, 

employment and married life and Looking Back to the 1980s Sally’s Diary: Family Life in an East York-

shire Town covers family life and a new baby. Reading these diaries brought back so many memories 

from my own school days and early years of motherhood. As Sally remembers in her introduction it’s 

quite a shock when you realise that your life is ‘history’; when you did the washing in a twin tub, 

thought nothing of giving a lift home to 6 people in a car, television had only 3 options and conven-

ience food was a Vesta Curry. These diaries are well worth a read to bring those memories flooding 

back.  

In ‘normal times’ Sally is a tour guide and gives talks about Beverley Minster, Beverley History and the importance of keeping diaries. 

If you would like to purchase a copy of any of the diaries please contact the Editor. 

 

 

Unwanted Birth Certificate 

Do you have a John Baker, Elizabeth Baker nee Thompson or 

Alfred Ernest Baker from New England in your family tree? 

If you do the birth certificate of Alfred Ernest has been kind-

ly donated by a society member. 

Please contact the Editor. 

Have you changed your e-mail or snail mail address 

recently? 

Please let the secretary know. 

secretarypdfhs@gmail.com 



Although the area which the PDFHS covers is on 

the back of each journal we may know very little 

about the villages in that area. Each newsletter we 

will focus on a village.  

This month it is Maxey. 

 

 



  



Website Recommendations 

If your family history research takes you to London then you will want to explore ’Layers of London’, click here. 
 

Layers of London is a map-based history website developed by the Institute of Historical Research. Users can access free historic maps of London and con-
tribute stories, memories and histories to create a social history resource about their area. 
 
Layers of London brings together, for the first time, a really important collection of digitised historic maps, photos and crowd-sourced histories provided by 
the public and key partners across London. 

Our partners include: the British Library, The London Metropolitan Archives, Historic England, The National Archives, MOLA (Museum of London Archaeol-
ogy) and a wide range of national and local archives, institutions, community groups and individuals. 

This website allows you to interact with and contribute to many different 'layers' of London's history from the Romans to the present day. These layers in-
clude: historic maps, old pictures of buildings, films, recordings, as well as stories about people who have lived and worked in London over the centuries -  

added to the map by Londoners themselves! 
 

Tr adit i o nal R ecip e s by R o s i e  R owl e y 
  
Would you like to try some food that your ancestors might have eaten? Ever wondered how to make: Huntingdon Pudding (Suet sponge with 
gooseberries mixed in, steamed), Duke of Cambridge Pudding (Blind-baked pastry case filled with an enriched custard mix of butter, sugar, egg 
yolks with candied fruit, baked), Northamptonshire Clanger (A suet roll filled chopped bacon and onion, baked in the oven), Northamptonshire Seed 
Cake (Sweet whipped egg-white sponge cake made with butter and caraway seeds) and many more… 
 
The Foods of England website, click here, has a collection of over 3,000 traditional recipes from all over England. If you can’t think what to have 
for dinner tonight, click on ‘Random’ and see what the site suggests! 
  
This website might inspire readers to send in memories of foods they used to eat as youngsters. My mother used to make her own faggots - I don’t 
know what was in them, but I used to love them. I have since tried shop-bought faggots but they’re not the same at all. If only she’d written down 
the recipe!                       
          
     A favourite of mine is chunks of rhubarb cooked in a Yorkshire Pudding. Delicious with brown sugar sprinkled on it. I have never found some-
one else who eats this. Please share your own memories. 

https://www.layersoflondon.org/
http://www.bl.uk/
https://www.cityoflondon.gov.uk/things-to-do/london-metropolitan-archives/Pages/default.aspx
https://historicengland.org.uk/
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/
http://www.mola.org.uk/
http://www.mola.org.uk/
http://foodsofengland.co.uk/


I hate Thorney !   

Not all visits to villages are happy ones recalls Roger Andrew 

What a beautiful village Thorney is especially on a warm sunny day. Very picturesque. Located just east of Peterborough on the old Wisbech Road. The 

reason I was there was to continue “ chasing me ancestors “. I recall walking around the village looking for no. 3 Abbey Place, which I did. I was there 

for about 2 hours before motoring back to the Bull Hotel in Peterborough to meet my wife for dinner. 

The person/ family I was trying to follow and  find more about was Letitia Smith nee Andrew who was born in Peterborough in 1828  married  William 

Smith, a plumber, in 1858 and according to the 1871-81-91-01-11 census’ the family lived in Abbey Place. The Smiths had 3 children but I wanted to 

follow their middle son Edward William Andrew born in 1861 and more particularly his daughter 

Jessie Mary Andrew  born in 1897 . 

I know she married a “ man of the cloth “, not surprising really living close to an Abbey. That man 

became a vicar in Bolton le Sands, Lancashire and his name was Ernest Shuttlebottom. They mar-

ried in 1922. That’s all I know of them but I was hoping any children or  grandchildren they had 

might still be  “ knocking about ! “ somewhere.  Anyway having got all the information I could 

from the adjacent Post Office shop-assistant, a feel for the topography, and many photographs, I 

jumped  in my car and set off. 

………   F L A S H  …….. yep, you’ve guessed it; one of those dammed yellow boxes got me and I 

doubt I had travelled more than 150 yards . That spoiled my day! 

I repeat ... I hate Thorney!  

Challenge 

How are you getting on with the challenge from the September journal to name as many ancestors as you can? 

Have you found any obvious gaps? 

Has the task reminded you of any family stories or research challenges you have encountered? 

Make use of these dark nights, put pen to paper, fingers to keyboard and share your family history story. 



 

For further details and to book 

your  early bird tickets at only £5 

click here. 

 

Come and chat to the society in 

our ‘online booth’. 

 

Take in one, or two, or more of 

the lectures.  

 

Speak to an expert. 

 

Join a society. 

 

And much, much more... 

https://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/

