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            From the editor… 

January has seen a myriad of weathers. As I sit at my kitchen table writing  

the sun is shining, birds are singing and the snowdrops and daffodils are 

peeking their heads through. However, only a week ago the garden was 

under a covering of snow and the children in the village were sledging 

and building snowmen. Going back further, at the beginning of January, 

my garden was under a foot of water as the village drains struggled to 

cope with the torrential rain.   

These weather conditions can be difficult to cope with today but how 

much more arduous did our ancestors find the vagaries of the British 

weather. In autumn food for the winter would have had to be preserved 

in some way to last until Spring returned. Before motorised transport 

winter may have cut off villages for weeks at a time. But at the same time 

rivers and flooded fields froze for skating both for leisure and competi-

tions.  

Do you have story to share about either your experiences of weather or 

your ancestors? We would love to hear from you.       Sadie 

From the Chairman… 

With what do we associate February? I seem to remember an old say-

ing: ‘February fill-dyke’ implying that this is the month when we get an 

extra amount of rain. Looking out of my study window as I write this, 

snow abounds after the heavy fall yesterday (25 January). We already 

have floods. So what else for February? Why, Valentine’s Day, of 

course, on the 14th. A day to remember our loved ones. It struck me 

that this might give you another family history project. How did you 

meet your partner: how did your ancestors come together? You may 

not have much to work on, but give it a go as this ‘lockdown’ continues, 

give free rein to your imagination, and perhaps let Sadie have your re-

sults for the next newsletter or e-Journal. 

Looking ahead to March, we have an official census to take part in, and 

further ahead to 2022, the release by ‘Find My Past’, of the 1921 cen-

sus. Good hunting. 

Michael 



                                                                                                                                                                         
Although the area which the PDFHS covers is on 

the back of each journal we may know very little 

about how that area developed. This is a brief      

history of Peterborough  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      The Guild Hall,  St. John’s Church and Peterborough Cathedral 

 



 



 
                                                 Useful websites 

Following our January talk , by  Clare Moores, on ‘The Art of Crim-

inal Conversation’ member Mary McCarthy has provided a useful  

link to the publications of Professor Rebecca Probert, expert on 

the history of marriage and divorce. Please click on this link. 

~ 

Have you tried google books? It is a treasure trove of fascinating 

books. Some are only extracts but many are the full edition. I was 

researching the perils of childbirth recently and came across a 

fascinating publication by Pye Henry Chavasse, 1868, titled Advice 

to a Wife on the Management of Herself; during the periods of 

menstruation, pregnancy, labour, and suckling. Its amazing what 

our female ancestors had to endure. Click here for the link. 

Thankyou… 

I would like to thank everyone who has 

sent me an article, snippet, brickwall query 

or idea for future articles.  

I will include them in the newsletters and 

journals, roughly in date order that I re-

ceived them, allowing for space limitations  

and topic relevance.  

But please keep sending  more in, I love receiving them and they 

make the newsletter and journals far more interesting. 

https://socialsciences.exeter.ac.uk/law/staff/probert/
https://www.google.co.uk/books/edition/_/p25aAAAAcAAJ?hl=en&gbpv=0


                                                                                                                                             Book review  

     

Janet writes that in 1985, as her father retired, he had two things he wanted to do. To go down the Nile and to 

discover his family history. Janet’s sister had a wonderful cruise and Janet felt that she got the better deal be-

ing able to spend time with her father going up and down the country researching their family history.  

This book tells the history of one of their ancestors Reverend Edward Muckleston MA (1819-1913). He was a             

fascinating character ‘whose life was filled with scandals, many played out in the newspapers’.  

I would highly recommend this book, not only because it is a really good read but it also shows any aspiring 

family history writer what can be achieved when writing about an ancestor.  

ISBN-13 : 978-1913551070 

 

This book was reviewed in the January newsletter but there are some exciting links below.  

Family history research is a strange occupation.  You can collect names, dates and 

places but what is more difficult to find out is why? Why an ancestor acted the way 

they did, what motivated them, and what impact that had for their descendants?  

In her book A Victorian’s Inheritance Helen Parker-Drabble sets out to answer some of these questions using current ideas 

of mental health, psychology  and neuroscience. Helen is a counsellor, family historian and genealogist turned  geneather-

apist and in her book she explores the life and actions of her grandfather       Walter Parker, who spent his formative years 

in Thorney, Cambridgeshire, just a few miles from Peterborough. 

This is a fascinating book and if you visit Helen’s website you can download the first two chapters for free, just click here 

and then scroll down to the bottom of the page. Helen’s website is well worth a visit for the other  content , just click 

here. 

Look out in the March journal for a longer article about Helen and her writing. A Victorian’s Inheritance is available on    

kindle.                                         ASIN : B08P8XF238 

 

https://www.helenparkerdrabble.com/
https://www.helenparkerdrabble.com/


                            How Hard Our Ancestors Worked! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Member John Bradford sends in a wonderful transcription of a newspaper article from 

1923, giving an insight into how hard working our ancestors were. John writes: 

The John Bradford, mentioned in the article was my g/g/grandfather, born in Great 
Billing in 1849. Henry Bull was born in 1854. His daughter married a relative of mine. 
I have no details for Frederick Lane. The article is headed ` A Wonderful Task'. 
 
Three pensioners who did their own harvesting. It says:- 
 
`The whole of the operations of harvesting a field on the Peterborough Road at Eye has just been done by 3 residents whose ages total 228 years. 

The field was 1 1/2 acres in extent and the men, John Bradford aged 74, Henry Bull aged 80 ( ?) and Fredk. Lane 74 did the cutting. 

1 1/2 of it was done in the old fashioned way, with a hook-stonking, carting and stacking in just over a week. 

All the men are retired but they all still do odd jobs and certainly they do not look their advanced age. 

Mr Bradford was born in Great Billing and has lived in Eye 32 years. 

Mr Bull has spent 53 year as an engine driver, fireman and cleaner for the Midland Railway and Midland & Great Northern Joint Railway. 

He was born in Kirk Langley, Derbyshire. 

Mr Lane was born at Holbeach Horn, Lincs and has lived in Eye for the past 30 years.' 

 

The photo, above, is of John with his wife Lizzie & daughter Ginny. I do not know when this was taken but Ginny was born in 1872. 


