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From the Chairman… 

Pauline and I spent much of yesterday viewing the television presentation of the Royal Funeral. I guess that 

many of you did the same. It really was splendidly done, a pageant of colour revealing so much of our history.   

There were the buildings: Westminster Hall, from where the Queen’s coffin was taken; Westminster Abbey, 

where the funeral service was held; the Wellington Arch, where the coffin was transferred to the State Hearse;  

Windsor Castle and St. George’s Chapel for the committal ceremony.  Each of these is involved with the histo-

ry of our country.  There were people: members of the Royal Family and their household; the government, and 

the two Houses of Parliament; leaders of nations of the Commonwealth and the world;  servicemen and wom-

en who were greatly involved in the processions. These last reminded me of my own time as a National Ser-

viceman in the Royal Air Force. What about those eight young men who carried the coffin? What about the 

glorious music? It was a memorable day. 

It made me think about the importance of our heritage and what each aspect of the above means. How much 

do we know about it and the significance of the various items we saw and events that we witnessed? We as 

family historians are in the business of recording our own heritage. How much of this have we done? Have we 

presented it in such a form that it can be shared with our children and other members of our family? Those 

family stories and incidents connected with various relatives deserve to be preserved for posterity.  “Yes, mine 

is.” you proudly say. But if it isn’t, then let this be an inspiration to you to do something about it 

Good hunting…..and God Save the King. 

Michael  

    From the Editor… 

Over the last weekend my husband, Andrew, and I took our son Tom to university. He is attending 

Durham to read history. As for any family this is a milestone in our son's education. With suitcases and 

boxes packed we loaded the car and made the four hour journey north. As his arrival time was early in the 

morning we stayed over night in Piercebridge. His room, in the rather comically named ‘Kitchen Staircase’, 

has echoes of Hogwarts. But it is totally adequate and definitely ‘student’. He is lucky as for his first year 

he is in catered accommodation, so there is no fear he will go hungry. After settling him in and demanding 

that he takes photos of his matriculation this week the return journey was a rather subdued affair. 

But I began to wonder what our ancestor’s experience of further education was like? How did students 

travel to university? What was university life like? What were lectures like? What was your own university 

experience like? Have you recorded this for future generations? 

I am sure that members would be fascinated to hear either your experiences or your ancestors, so please 

put pen to paper, or finger to keyboard, and write a short article for the journal. I am guessing that any 

account will not include references to a silent disco or a well-being session! 

Sadie 



                                                                                    Zoom Talks 

All meetings are currently being held by zoom. Joining instructions will be set in the week prior to the meeting.  

Wed 5th Oct           7.30pm          ‘Brickwalls and Break Throughs’                           Alan Johnson 

Wed 2nd Nov          7.30pm          ’Magical History Tour Films’                                Del Singh       

Wed 7th Dec           7.30pm           ‘Christmas Social’ 

Do you have a story to tell, a tip to share, a book to recommend, a brickwall you need 

help with? 

Please get in touch with the Editor. 

~ 

Please keep us up to date with any address change; e-mail  or snail mail.  

Mystery Object 

 

As I thought the August’s mystery object, left, posed you no problem 

at all. It is of course a washboard. A washboard is used when hand-

washing to rub the clothes on in order to get them clean. The kitchens 

of your mothers and grandmothers would not be complete without 

one. 

Have you got a mystery object that you would like to share with mem-

bers, send your photos to me for inclusion in the next newsletter. 

I found the item below without any explanation as to what it might be 

used for. I look forward to receiving your suggestions.  

 

 



Childhood Games 

Over the next few newsletter Michael Kennelly, our Chair, will share with us his memories of childhood games. I am sure this will 

provoke memories of our own.  

One of my interests was making and using a bow and arrows. My bow 

was made from a strip cut from the hedgerow, with side twigs trimmed 

off, notched at the end and strung using binder twine or string.  The ar-

rows were made from reeds cut from the banks of dykes, and the ends 

were capped and weighted with a two-inch section of elder plant, with 

the inside pith removed. They were not ‘fletched’ but had a notch cut in 

the end.   It worked, and I had fun shooting in the fields and, on occa-

sion, over the rooftop of our house from the garden at the back and into 

the street in front. Looking back, I am horrified at the thought of the 

harm I might have done to somebody!  

 

 

Reading Michael’s memories of childhood games 

reminded me of the comics I used to buy with my 

pocket money. Often there would be a page of cut 

out clothes like those on the left. I would spend 

many hours dressing the cut out doll with different 

outfits. 

What comics did you enjoy? 

 

 

Websites 

Who can remember the cinemas in Peterborough? Rosie Rowley has sent me a website that will ensure you 

take a nostalgic trip down memory lane.  

She writes: 

‘I have just stumbled on this website which contains photos and the history of (all?) cinemas around the 
world, and thought others may be interested. 
 
Here is the page for Peterborough http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/united-kingdom/england/
peterborough?status=all’ 
 
Please share your memories of cinema visits with other remembers. 
 
I remember that there would be short film before the feature film and of course there was an interval with 
ice cream, served at the front of the auditorium by the usherettes. I think the first film that I watched in the 
cinema was Snow White, when it was re-released in 1975. 

http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/united-kingdom/england/peterborough?status=all
http://cinematreasures.org/theaters/united-kingdom/england/peterborough?status=all


There is still time to book your ticket for the Family History Federation’s Really Useful Show. Your society will 

have a booth so please drop in and chat. To purchase a ticket click here.  

 

                                                                                              Archives 

 

Have you visited the PDFHS website recently? 

Have you searched in our archives?  

From the railways, to the workhouse, from parish registers to news-

paper extracts the archive has over 190,000 names in its index. 

As a member all these archives are completely free to access and 

download, where available. This is a benefit not many societies    

offer. 

Don’t delay-search today-who knows what you may find! 

And don’t forget to share your experience with other members. 

 

If you have mislaid your password please get in touch with me.  

https://www.fhf-reallyuseful.com/

