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From the Chair… 

Most of us have made use of wills in the course of our research and know what valuable sources 
of information they can be.  But did you know that the UK government has proposed a plan to 
digitize millions of wills dating back to the 1800s to improve the current storage system?  This 
programme could see millions of wills moved online and made more easily accessible. There will 
be an expected saving for the taxpayer. There is a consultation seeking views on keeping hard 
copies for about 25 years while saving them digitally longer term.  Where wills belong to notable 
individuals or have significant historical interest, the physical copies would remain pre-
served. However, after that 25 year time limit, most hard copies would be destroyed. Historians 
have accused the government of planning to ‘delete history’ by digitizing and then destroying mil-
lions of people’s wills. The legality of a will is something that needs to be established, and in 
many cases this is done by the courts in granting probate. If this does concern you, you can find 
more details on-line: google ‘digitization of wills’. You can than make your feelings known. 
  
I wish you a very Happy Christmas and a positive 2024. 

Michael Kennelly 

 

 

From the Editor... 

Happy New Year to you all and may it bring you solutions for all your brickwalls.   

The New Year is traditionally a time for resolutions.  The first New Year pledges were made by 

the Ancient Babylonians 4,000 years ago. I wonder what pledges these people made? Perhaps 

to honour their gods more dutifully, to be more diligent at their work or perhaps treat their serv-

ants or slaves kinder. Today resolutions tend to focus on eating less, exercising more and per-

haps cleaning out that cupboard that you can’t close the door of anymore! Well as the journal ed-

itor I must ask you to add another resolution to your list, you know the one, to contribute an arti-

cle to the journal or newsletter.  

The society has two resolutions of its own. The first is to attend a live Family History Fair on 10th 

April, at the Burgess Hall, St. Ives, 10am to 4pm. The second is to hold an in person meeting in 

Peterborough in the summer. More details about this will follow in due course. 

Finally, I must apologise for the lack of colour and images  in this newsletter, my laptop has been 

a bit temperamental, hopefully normal service will resume in the next edition. 

Sadie McMullon 



                                               Zoom Talks 

Please find below the programme of meetings for the first five months in 2024. 

All meetings are currently being held by zoom. Joining instructions will be sent in the week prior 

to the  meeting.  

 

Wednesday 3rd January                         DNA Basics                                    Steve Manning 

Wednesday 7th February     Freedom of Information in Genealogy              Richard Holt 

Wednesday 6th March                 Remember Them 1946-1969                     Janet Few 

Wednesday 3rd April                   Reminiscences of Peterborough            Member’s Evening 

Wednesday 1st May                           AGM followed by                                Alan Johnson  

                                                     Hereward and the Wakes 

Book Review 

 

There are several genealogy books that have been released recently. 

 

If you enjoy M. J. Jones’ Maze Investigation books then you will be pleased to know 

that since I last checked online two books have been published: 

The Reluctant Chartist (Maze Investigations-The Genealogy Detectives Book 7)  

ASIN   :   B0BHKSSM2H. 

And 

Clamhunger Row (Maze Investigations—The Genealogy Detectives Book 8) 

ASIN   :   B0CKHTBNBH 

Family history and house history are subjects which are often woven together. In  

‘The Crown Post’ Paul H. Rowney tells the story of a medieval house during almost 

200 years of history between 1485 and 1660. He tells his story through the fictional 

inhabitants that lived in the house. Paul was also a recent inhabitant of the house 

and if this book is successful he intends to continue writing the history of the house. 

ASIN   :   B0CPBTFWGM 

 

I haven't read any of these books yet so please let me know what you think of 

them. 



                         Clock Enquiry 

I have been contacted by Luke Fromant, who is researching his 
family history. He writes: 
 
‘I am trying to locate any clocks which were made either by my 
great great uncle Frederick D. Fromant who traded in St Ives, Hun-
tingdonshire, or by my great grandfather Henry Pryor Fro-
mant ,who traded in Spalding, Lincolnshire and later in Stamford in 
the late 1800`s - early 1900`s. Or by my grandfather John Henry Fromant who traded on the Mar-
ket Place, Market Deeping from the 1920s to the mid 1940s.’ 
 
If you have one of these clocks, or know someone who does, or know anything about the family 
then please let Sadie know. 

                                    Brickwall Breakthrough 

 

In the December journal Alan asked for help with his Truman relative. 

Matthew Truman born Yaxley 1823, a drover, it was reported in the local paper that he had 

stolen 13 sheep and was sentenced in 1848 to be transported for 10 yrs. Somebody ’s family 

tree in Ancestry had MT marrying somebody in Australia in 1853 but Alan has copy of 1851 

census of Yaxley and MT is on it - how so? Alan had found that around that time Australians 

were getting fed up with lots of convicts being dumped on them and that some had had sen-

tences commuted. Where to look to clarify? Could it be that he went out of his own accord?  

Julie Watkins has responded with a suggestion. 

I have just read through the latest journal and may be able to shed some light on the query 
about Matthew Truman. My ancestor, Jacob Cliff, was sentenced to ten years transportation 
to Australia in October 1851, yet didn't set sail until April 1855. The intervening three and a 
half years were spent biding his time in various prisons in the south-east of England. He   
finally arrived at Fremantle, Western Australia in July 1855 and received a Ticket of Leave 
immediately on arrival which meant he could live freely and work for an employer. Two years 
later, he received a Conditional Pardon, the condition being that he could never return to 
Britain. I'm wondering whether Matthew Truman, on the 1851 census, is in prison in Britain, 
awaiting his transportation journey, which may have taken place between the census in 1851 
and his marriage in Australia in 1853? I note that he is listed as living with his mother and 
siblings in Yaxley on the 1851 census. Could it be that his mother told the enumerator that 
he lived in the family home at that point to save face, when in fact he may have been in pris-
on? Might be worth a look at the prison records between 1846 when he was sentenced and 
his 1853 marriage. 
 
I am glad to report that Alan thinks Julie may have found the answer to his brickwall. 
 
 
 



Although the festive season is behind us, being a child of the 70s, that is I was born in 1969, the 

words of this poem, which I saw on Facebook, brought back my childhood Christmas memories 

so vividly I just had to share. If you wrote a similar poem what would your memories be? Please 

let me know, in readiness for our December 2024 journal!! 


