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From the Chair... 
 
I am writing this whilst spending a weekend in Bedale, North Yorkshire and I started to think 
about other holidays and interesting/funny stories associated with them.  
 
In the early 60s we went to stay at the Old Rectory, Caister on Sea, Norfolk. Unfortunately, we 
knocked on the door of the actual rectory – the guest house being next door. 
 
We like the Lake District, but the 1981 wet week’s holiday in a Windermere flat convinced us we 
needed to go abroad and so started our love affair with driving holidays in southern France and 
northern Spain. It was only later I found I had family connections to Languedoc and Catalonia. 
 
My first trip abroad was to Malta. I tan very easily and returned so brown my father did not recog-
nise me when he came to collect me from Peterborough station. 
 
It is stories like these that add a different slant to our family history, but only if they are written 
down for later generations to read. Just a thought. 
 
Wherever you vacation/staycation I hope you have an enjoyable time. 
 

Alan Johnson  
 

From the Secretary… 
 
Most families have ‘family stories’ that are passed down from generation to generation. Some of 
these, may of course, be absolutely accurate, but more often than not despite there being a seed 
of truth, this has been elaborated, and enhanced with the telling.  
 
In my family, my grandfather always told me he was descended from gypsies, and his surname 
‘Semmence’ wasn’t his own. I have found no truth in the gypsy tale, but there is an element of 
truth in the fact that his surname isn’t his own. His father was illegitimate, but always used his 
step-father’s surname. Hence his surname wasn’t entirely his own. As an aside DNA tests do link 
me to the ‘Semmence’ family. So either my gt grandfather was illegitimate because his birth just 
fell prior to his parent’s marriage, or one of his uncles was in fact his father. If anyone, who is fa-
miliar with DNA, can offer another possibility I would be grateful.  
 
In my husband’s family, the ‘McMullons’, who are centred very much in North and South Shields, 
there is a ‘family story’ that they are connected in some way to Lady Jane Grey, and a fortune 
was tied up in the Court of Chancery. Despite much research I am unable to validate either of 
these claims.  
 
Whether true or not, these ‘family stories’ often consume a lot of our research time. Do you have 
a ‘family story’ to tell? Have you discovered that fact is actually more interesting than fiction? 
Please consider sharing your ‘family story’ with other members in an article. 
 

Sadie McMullon 
 



Subscriptions are now due 

Thank you to all members who have paid their subscriptions. We really appreciate 

your continued membership, and we look forward to an interesting family history year 

ahead.  

If you haven't paid yet then please head over to the Parish Chest website, 

www.parishchest.com, where its easy to pay your annual membership fee.  

A tip - if you can’t find PDFHS, keep scrolling down. 

                                                 Zoom Talks 

Please find below the programme of meetings for the next few months. 

All meetings are currently being held by Zoom. Joining instructions will be sent in the week   

prior to the meeting.  

 

Wednesday July 2nd                  ’Heroes and Ghosts’                              Michael H Hallet 

                                           ‘ 

Wednesday August 6th                    ‘Mind Mapping’                                 Linda Hammond 

 

Wednesday September 3rd             ‘School Days’                                  Members’ Evening 

 

All meetings start at 7pm to allow social time prior to the talk at 7.30pm 

                                         ‘Mystery Object’  

Ewan sent in this image of a household object, but what is it? He says ‘I remember my mother 

using this for a little household job that I helped her with (originally enthusiastically, later rather 

reluctantly) in late 1940s early 1950s. Tape measure just to give some indication of size.’ 

If you know what it is, and what it was used for, please get in touch. 



Book Review 

In 1952, Teresa Pyott’s father received an inheritance, 
including a London house, from a woman to whom he 
was not related. Teresa’s parents, hardworking but mod-
estly paid actors, found their lives transformed by this 
change in their fortunes. Teresa had grown up with stories 
of ‘Aunt Catherine’ Linklater, as she was known in the 
family, but it was only much later, after her father’s death, 
that she asked herself how this inheritance came about. 
Was there a long-buried family secret to unravel? What 
was the connection between the Linklaters and the Py-
otts? Did it all begin when ‘Kitty came to London, a little 
girl,’ and, if so, when was that? 

The search for the truth led Teresa to Orkney, Essex, 
London, an asylum, elementary schools, and seafarers 
who voyaged to the Moravian mission settlements in Lab-
rador and across all the world’s great oceans. In her 
quest, she found tragedy and triumph against the odds in 
family stories spanning a century and found the answer to 
the question she began with. 

When Kitty Came to London is a captivating story about 

family secrets concealed in the past. 

ISBN-10   :   1805143042 

School Days Recalled... 

This month’s school days recalled photo 

comes from 1954. The top photo is of 

the netball team, and the bottom one 

shows the school prefects. 

All the pupils in these photos are 

named. Are you one of the pupils? Do 

you know the pupils? Did you attend 

Walton School? 

Please share your memories of your 

school days with an article in the journal. 

I look forward to hearing from you. 



Projects 

‘Railway Work, Life and Death Project’ 

We have covered the ‘Railway Work, Life and Death Project’ in our journal previously. However, 

on June 5th, in my capacity as Archives Liaison Officer for the Family History Federation, I was 

privileged to attend, at the National Archives, the release of another 69,000 records of railway 

staff, to the project database. This brings the number of records in the database to a staggering 

125,000.  

If you have an ancestor involved in the railways this is an invaluable resource. But don’t just as-

sume that the accident had to be a death, or a life changing event. Health and Safety in the rail-

ways, whilst not perhaps to our standard, was still taken very seriously. Nor does your ancestor 

have to be directly employed by the railways. For example where the railways served a port, 

those workers would also be covered under the auspices of the railways. Likewise for workers in 

refreshments, and many other subsidiary occupations. Similarly, if your ancestor was a passen-

ger and suffered an accident they would also be reported.   

The Barry Railways reported, that Mr J. J. McCutcheon, aged 44, was ‘stowing cases of toma-

toes in the transit warehouse’ when a ‘tin fell from the case and struck his right leg below the 

knee’. This was reported on May 13th 1918. It was further recorded that Mr McCutcheon had a 

‘bruised leg’, and was absent from work for ‘5 days’. In the event he did not return to work until 

the 28th May. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                       The National Archives  Rail 23/53 

 The database is an amazing resource, through which you explore topics as diverse as foreign 

workers, working conditions and social issues. 

The project’s database is freely accessible from their website, and it can be downloaded in it ’s 

entirety from:  Home - Railway Work, Life & Death 

 

https://www.railwayaccidents.port.ac.uk/

