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From the Chair...

Checking the calendar for the dates of the two May Bank Holidays got me thinking about the
holidays our ancestors did/did not have. Many ascribe the start of ‘holidays for the masses’ to the
coming of the railways which enabled people to take a day trip (often to the seaside) on their day
off. That day was usually a Sunday as until after WWII many people worked all week then at least
half a day on Saturday. | worked in a bank and had to take turns on Saturdays to man the
counter until the late 1970s.

But what of our earlier ancestors? They had no statuary holidays or entittement to paid weeks off.
Often their holidays originated in the derivation of the word — holiday was originally Holy Day and
apart from the main Christian festivals would be linked to the feast day of their parish church’s
patron saint. In some places that day is still celebrated but now as an inter or non-denominational
event.

| grew up in Werrington where the church is dedicated to St John the Baptist whose feast day is
the 24th June. That was when Werrington Feast was held and before WWII it was a day for
families to gather for a meal of roast duck accompanied by the first crop of new potatoes and
green peas from the garden.

Apart from adding some detail to our ancestors’ biography, why should this matter to family
historians? Because it was often the day new members of the family were baptised. Even if the
child was born in a different parish, they would often ‘come home’ for such an important family
event, especially for the first child. In fact, my two boys were born in Lincoln and Middlesborough
respectively, but both were baptised at Werrington.

So, if you cannot find a baptism record in a person’s census parish, check the feast day records
of their grandparents’ parish and you may eliminate another brick wall. Good hunting.

Alan Johnson Chair

Memberships Subscription

THANKYOU to everyone who has paid their subscription, but if you haven't, it's
easier than ever to make your payment; just head over to Parish Chest, using

this link: Parish Chest

UK Individual membership £12 UK Joint membership £15
Overseas membership (individual and joint) £12

Thank you



https://www.parishchest.com/

Zoom Talks

Please find below the programme of meetings for the next few months.

All meetings are currently being held by Zoom. Joining instructions will be sent in the
week prior to the meeting.

Wednesday 6th May AGM followed by:
‘The Day | Helped to Open Up the Grave’ Ewan Cappitt

Wednesday 3rd June ‘Cards on the Table and Jerkins for Goalposts Kirsty Bingham’

Wednesday 1st July  Alan Johnson TBC

All meetings start at 7pm to allow social time prior to the talk at 7.30pm

From the Editor...

The fascinating aspect of family history research that | really enjoy, is that you never know when
you might discover something new about a person or family that you are researching. Some-
times you have been searching for this information for many months, or even years, and some-
times the information you receive is totally unexpected.

As many of you know one of my interests is brickmaking, especially in Fletton. | have written ex-
tensively about brickmakers on my website www.flettonparish.co.uk. One of my blogs looked at
the life of Herbert Wootton, Captain Herbert Wootton M.B.E. - advocate for Fletton, brickmaker with
the London Brick Company, and Beebys.

| often receive enquiries through my website, but just this last week a gentleman contacted me
with wonderful news. He had purchased, at a local auction, a book of postcards, many connect-
ed to Herbert. What a find, | now look forward to seeing them, and potentially helping him to lo-
cate some of the places they picture.

So, please don’t give hope.

There is always information just waiting to be found. And if you do come across something unex-
pected then please share it with other members via an article in the journal.

Sadie McMullon

Secretary


https://www.flettonparish.co.uk/post/captain-herbert-wotton-m-b-e-advocate-for-fletton

Genealogy Titbits

As we research our ancestors we often come across interesting facts about people who may
have been their neighbours, acquaintances, or friends. When member Gwendoline Beatty was
researching her family in Dublin she came across the unusual census entry below:

1911 census, 86 Aughrim Street. (Arran Quay, Dublin)

Aaron Cohen, a boarder, a Hebrew, can read and write, aged 64, no occupation listed, single,
born in the City of London, England.

Have you discovered a genealogy titbit in your research?

If you have please share it with other members.

British Newspaper Archives

Newspapers are a unique resource which can help
you put the flesh on your ancestors’ bones. You
might find your ancestor the subject of a news story,
or they might have their birth, marriage, or death
recorded.

New publications are being added to the BNA all the
time. One of their new publications is the Salvation
Army’s ‘War Cry’.

“ 7 : The editions online run from 1879 through to
1989. The ‘War Cry’ is full of information about the

A‘nbrldg * Salvation Army, there is a missing persons section,

names of the cadets, those who had trained and

calllng - which Corp they would be going to. They also

include when people moved on and who replaced

Archers prequel joins in them. There is also like a social column.
with 80th anniversary

commemorations of VE Day

If you haven't explored the BNA yet, then please do,
see what you can find! And even better write an
article for the journal.

Historical Archive
Do you have ancestors from the north west of Peterborough?

A historical archive is being created by the villages of Castor, Ailsworth, Marholm, Upton,
Sutton, and the Milton estates.

To find out more information please use the link below to access the Community, Archive and
Heritage Group’s website.

https://www.communityarchives.org.uk/content/organisation/camus-parish-archive-and-book-
project




Book Review

Members may remember a talk we had a couple
of years ago given by Helen Baggott, ‘Posted in
the Past’

S " Helen has turned her interest in postcards into a
- series of books. So far, three collections of stories
have been published as Posted in the Past, Post-
ed in the Past Second Delivery, and Posted in the

Past Hands Across the Sea.
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