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From the Chair...

| hope that you will agree with me that we have a varied and interesting mixture of talks and par-
ticipation events at our monthly meetings. That does not happen by accident but is due to the
hard work of Linda Fixter our Programme Co-ordinator.

Linda now has other priorities that will take up her time, so she is unable to continue in this role.
She has ensured we have a programme up to January 2027. Thank you for that Linda and for the
years you have so consciously fulfilled the Programme Co-ordinator role.

Given the other duties committee members undertake for the Society, at the moment nobody is
able to ‘double up’ for this role. Therefore, if we are to have a programme from January 2027, we
need someone to take over this task. What will that involve? The full job description is in this
newsletter, but the ‘headlines™are:

*It will NOT involve being a committee member so you can be assured you will not be
‘ambushed’ into other duties.

*Linda will ensure you are full trained in how to find speakers for the meeting and the routine
to engage/remind and pay them.

*Because we now usually operate meetings via zoom, you do not have to be Peterborough
based.

Please seriously consider taking on this important role otherwise we will not have meetings from
January 2007. For more information please contact Sadie as soon as possible and no later than
25 July.

Thank you

Alan Johnson

Memberships Subscription

THANK YOU to everyone who has paid their subscription, but if you haven't,
it's not too late. You can make your payment quickly and easily; just head over

to Parish Chest, using this link: Parish Chest

UK Individual membership £12 UK Joint membership £15
Overseas membership (individual and joint) £12

Thank you



https://www.parishchest.com/

Programme Co-Ordinator

NOTE: Committee members are elected at each AGM but specific roles are allocated at the next committee
meeting.

The Programme Co-ordinator does not have to be a member of the Committee.

The role of the Programme Co-ordinator is to arrange all aspects of the talk or main activity at the Society’'s
monthly mestings.

The Programme Co-ordinator either undertakes the following tasks, or delegates them to another person and
ensures that they have been carried out:

Produce an outline programme of topics/speakers for the next calendar year for presentation to the
committee by:
o Receiving and reviewing suggestions from members;
Reviewing the programmes of other organisations:
Reviewing the “speakers panel” of the Family History Federation and similar organisations;
Reviewing the current talks offered by past speakers whose talk was well received;
Providing a rough budget of likely costs.
o Ensuring the speaker can use Zoom UNLESS organising a face to face or hybrid meeting
After taking on board any changes suggested by the committee, firming up the programme by:
o Contacting speakers to check availability, cost and Zoom ready/any specific equipment
requirements;
o Amending the programme schedule where necessary e.q. particular speaker unavailable on
the proposed date;
o Circulating a revised programme to the committee for their approval;
o  When programme confirmed by committee, making firm bookings;
o Arranging for the programme to be published at the relevant time in both the Journal and on
the website.
Prepare for each meeting by:
o Confirming with speaker (if appropriate) that they are still available, fees are unchanged and
Zoom/equipment requirements still the same;
= Confirm Secretary will send Zoom invitation, OR
= |F Face to Face/Hybrid Meeting
s giving details of venue access:
« Confirming with the venue that the doors will be open at the agreed time;
* Arranging with the provider of any equipment that it will be available;
o Arranging with the Treasure for fee payment (if appropriate);
o Liaising with the Editor to confirm who will write up a meeting report for the Journal and
making sure that person is aware/can still attend.
After the meeting:
o Send a thank you to the speaker;
o Report any feedback (positive and negative) at the next committee meeting.
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Skills Required

To have secure password protected access to a computer and the ability confidently to use it to:
o Send and receive emails:
o Provide documents in both Word and PDF formats for others|

To have organisational skills;

To have the ability to plan own work, work on own initiative and meet deadlines;

To have oral and written communication skills;

To possess tact, discretion and respect for confidentiality;

To have the ability to work as part of a team;

To be flexible.



Zoom Talks

Please find below the programme of meetings for the next few months.

All meetings are currently being held by Zoom. Joining instructions will be sent in the
week prior to the meeting.

Wednesday 1st July Alan Johnson

Coincidences, Consequences and Unexpected Outcomes of Family History

Wednesday 5th August Eric Jackson

A Tale of Two Houses - Chatsworth and Hardwick

Wednesday 2nd September Sadie McMullon Hybrid Meeting
Lily Violet Bryant - Peterborough’s First Female Mayor

All meetings start at 7pm to allow social time prior to the talk at 7.30pm

From the Editor...

This morning | was on grandma duty taking my three grandchildren to school.

This encouraged me to reflect on how their school experience has changed so much from
mine.

Perhaps the single biggest change is technology. No more trips to the library to research top-
ics for homework, my grandson has a whole world of knowledge at his finger tips, in his phone.
No more heavy books to carry, for example his maths homework is now completed on an app.
And even writing has changed, his written homework was submitted on a word document.

Arriving and leaving school has also changed. This morning | joined a long queue of cars full of
parents needing to park so that they could take their primary children to the waiting teacher at
the door of the classroom. For me | left the house independently, my mum never knowing if |
had arrived, until | returned in the late afternoon! For my husband his walk to school was
across fields and school was about two miles away. A journey he did with his older brother
from the age of 4.

Now of course any school closure is strictly monitored and accounted for by the local authority,
but when | was transcribing the Fletton school log books schools closed for a myriad of rea-
sons, including wide spread illness, inclement weather, to celebrate a national event, and the
potato harvest.

What memories do you have of your school days? Perhaps we could have a special edition of
our journal focussing on school day memories?

Sadie McMullon



Book Review

If you are at the beginning of your family history
journey, if you want to expand your tree into
branches unknown, or if you want to refresh your
mind to what is available then this book is for you.

TRACTINGHBITR
N CESTOR SAUTSING: Tk

UK HISTORICAL This handy book is a timeline guide to genealogical
s TIME LINE “ resources - what records are available and when they

% A GUIDE FOR FAMILY HISTORIANS. . started - as well as an aide-memoire to significant
: ; _historical events from 1066 to 2020; helping to put
- family ancestors into an historical context.

Each page in this book has a main column with facts

8 of genealogical relevance in the broadest sense; a
side column makes mention of events of
socio-cultural significance and events relating to the
monarchy, the State and the Church.

Entries cover historical and genealogical aspects of

% all four countries of the UK plus Ireland and the

Channel Islands, as well as significant historical

NGELERSIL SN ELL BERIE S0 events in the wider world that had an impact here.

The timeline is especially strong on the contribution

of migration, extreme weather, disasters, epidemics, wars, non-conformist religions, taxation,

transport, the armed services, famine, empire, organised labour, social writers, mapmakers,
political unrest and scientific advances.

Genealogically, there is information on changes to BMD certificates and the associated
register entries, as well as to censuses and the facts they collected, plus much more. There
are also references to earlier records that generated name indexes such as muster rolls and
poll taxes, how complete they are and where they can be found.

By being reasonably balanced across the centuries, the authors have resisted the temptation
to include excessive detail on recent history.

This book will help the family historian to construct a timeline for their ancestors, providing a
fairly full set of historical events, developments and records likely to have had an impact on
them, their family and community. It is a handy reference guide to a myriad of dates but is
also a useful book to study when writing a family history as it offers plenty of contextual
information. It should also prompt readers to search out new resources in tracing their
ancestors.

ISBN-10 : 1399003321

If have read an interesting family history book recently, fiction or non-fiction, then please let
me know so we can share with other members.




heritage open days

There’s nothing like visiting the place where your ancestor lived, attended school, worked, or
celebrated life events, and there is no better time to do this than to coincide with the Heritage Open
Days. The Heritage Open Days run between Friday 11th and Sunday 20th September.

Visit their website to see what is going on in your area: https://www.heritageopendays.org.uk.
Below are a few highlights, please see the ‘heritage open days’ website for detailed information.

In the Peterborough area you can visit St. Andrew’s church, Northborough the last resting place of
Elizabeth Cromwell, wife of Oliver, and Martha, wife of John Clare.

~

If you fancy a dip, or just want to soak up the art deco style why not pop along to the Lido. To
celebrate its 90th year a timeline has been installed. The Lido would have played an important leisure
role in many of our ancestor’s lives. (Booking required)

~

In the south of the city St. Margaret’s, Fletton is open for two days. The home of the Saxon stones,
this church is an oasis of calm in a busy city. Helpful guides are on hand to share the church’s history
and help you to explore the parish registers. If you want to learn more about the Fletton men who
fought at the Somme then there is a talk on Friday 18th September at 7.30pm.

~

Continuing the theme of sacrifice why not join one of the Commonwealth War Graves tours around
Stamford Cemetery. The tours are being given by CWG volunteers. (Booking required)

~

Just a bit further afield, north of Peterborough, in Bourne, you can celebrate haute couture by visiting
Wake House. Wake House was the birthplace of Charles Frederick Worth, the father of haute cou-
ture, ‘The house of Worth’.

We mustn’t forget more recent history. At Alconbury Weald you can be transported back to the dark
days of the cold war with a tour around their military bunker. You will be transported to the bunker
by vintage bus, and then experience the place where TR1 aircraft reconnaissance date was processed.
(Booking required)

Keep checking the website as new events are being added all the time.




Peterborough and District Family History Society

(Hybrid Meeting-In Person and Zoom)
To be held at:

‘The Church of the Latter Day Saints’
Cottesmore Close
Peterborough
PE3 9TP
Wednesday 2nd September

6.30pm Family History Helpdesk Opens

7.30pm Lily Violet Bryant— Peterborough’s First Female Mayor
Dr Sadie McMullon

Refreshments

Free event, all are very welcome.

Discover how Lily Violet Bryant broke the
‘glass ceiling” and became Peterborough’s
first female Mayor.

Explore a world of wealth and privilege,
education and tragedy, centred on helping
others.

Experience life on the eve of World War 2
as Lily became the face of Peterborough.

Trace her connections to the well known
engineering firms of Brotherhoods and
Baker Perkins.

To register for a Zoom link contact: secretarypdfhs@gmail.com




