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From the Chair... 
 
I am writing this on one of the hottest days of the year (so far!!!). We are lucky that social attitudes allow 
both sexes to wear appropriate clothing e.g. shorts and T-shirts and it is now acceptable for men not to 
wear a tie when wearing a suit. It got me thinking about how our ancestors coped with extremes of 
weather. 
 
I was born just after the war and can remember that men usually only had an open neck shirt on the 
cricket pitch and (sometimes) the beach. Looking further back I have photos of grandfather on the beach 
in suit and tie and grandmother with hat, coat and a dress down to her ankles. In the 1920s any man who 
wanted to be ‘in fashion’ would swop his bowler or cap for a straw boater in the summer and a cravat 
inside an open neck shirt was a must. 
 
It was (of course) Noel Coward who succinctly summed up the then English attitude to dress for           
conformity not for the weather. In ‘Mad Dogs and Englishman’ is the verse: 
 
  In the jungle town 
  where the sun beats down 
  to the rage of man and beast, 
  the English garb 
  of the English Sahib 
  only gets a bit more creased. 
 
But the question we all are asking is when will this heatwave end? Working in a bank in the 1970s we 
knew exactly the date the thunderstorms would arrive. It had nothing to do with the Met Office. It was 
the day after the Head Office memo stating: 
 

‘Male members of staff may remove their jackets’ 
 

Kind regards 

Alan Johnson 

Holidays 

Holidays is the focus of our September journal.  

When did you first holiday abroad? Where did you holiday when you were a child? 

What do you know of your ancestor’s leisure time?  

Please consider writing a few lines for the journal.  

Deadline 14th August 



Zoom Talks 

Please find below the programme of meetings for the next few months. 

All meetings are currently being held by Zoom. Joining instructions will be sent in the 

week prior to the meeting.  

 

Wednesday 5th August            Eric Jackson   

                                 A Tale of Two Houses - Chatsworth and Hardwick 

 

Wednesday 2nd September    Sadie McMullon                             Hybrid Meeting 

                             Lily Violet Bryant - Peterborough’s First Female Mayor 

 

Wednesday 7th October          Members’ Meeting              Childhood Entertainment                   

 

All meetings start at 7pm to allow social time prior to the talk at 7.30pm 

Society of Genealogists are holding a free online event for all those who are           

researching in Cambridgeshire and Huntingdonshire, on                               

Monday 7th September 2pm to 4pm. 

Visit the Sog website to register Homepage - Society of Genealogists  

Speakers include: Else Churchill (Sog), Karen Orrell (C&HFHS), Sue Sampson 

(Cambridgeshire Archive Service), Mary      

Burgess (Cambridge Collection), and Kevin 

Roberts (Cambridge University Library). 

Members’ Meeting 

Our next members’ meeting is on  

Wednesday 7th October 7pm 

The topic is ‘Childhood Entertainment’ 

If you would like to share your memories and 

thoughts, then please get in touch. 

https://sog.org.uk/


Peterborough and District Family History Society 

(Hybrid Meeting-In Person and Zoom) 

To be held at: 

‘The Church of the Latter Day Saints’ 

Cottesmore Close 

Peterborough 

PE3 9TP 

Wednesday 2nd September 

 

6.30pm Family History Helpdesk Opens 

 

7.30pm Lily Violet Bryant– Peterborough’s First Female Mayor 

Dr Sadie McMullon 

 

Refreshments 

 

Free event, all are very welcome. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

           To register for a Zoom link contact: secretarypdfhs@gmail.com  

Discover how Lily Violet Bryant broke the 

‘glass ceiling’ and became Peterborough’s 

first female Mayor. 

Explore a world of wealth and    privilege,  

education and tragedy,      centred on 

helping others. 

Experience life on the eve of World War 2 

as Lily became the face of  Peterborough. 

Trace her connections to the well known 

engineering firms of Brotherhoods and 

Baker Perkins. 



Nassington Blue Plaque Route. Come and explore this quaint Northamptonshire village and find out 

the history behind 50 blue plaques. Friday 11th to Sunday 20th September. Organised by the            

Nassington History Group. 

Guided Walk of Norman Cross. Come on a guided tour of the prison site, led by enthusiastic               

volunteers. The event is free, but booking is essential.  

St. Andrew’s, Northborough. The last resting place of Elizabeth Cromwell, and Martha Clare, the wife 

of John Clare. Saturday 12th September 11am to 4pm, tours available, no booking required. 

Huntingdonshire Witch Trials. A talk by Stuart Orme. Monday 14th September 7pm. Booking essential. 

Ramsey Mortuary Chapels. Built in 1858 these two chapels contain the only two contagion windows 

remaining in the country. Sunday 14th September 11am to 4pm. 

Please keep checking the Heritage Open Days website as events are being added all the time. 

www.heritageopendays.org.uk 





Book Review 

Would you like to locate your ancestors in the place 

they lived? If you are new to the world of the one-

place study then this book is for you. A One Place 

Study involves dissecting a small, definable,           

geographical area, to examine the individuals,    

buildings and processes of the past, in as much de-

tail as  possible.   

A One Place Study brings family and local history           

together, to the benefit of both fields. Ranging from 

how to choose your place, through locating sources, 

collating and interpreting your data, to publishing 

your findings; this book is suitable for experienced 

researchers as well as those new to One Place    

Studies.  

Although sources are described, it is not primarily 

about the sources themselves. The emphasis is on 

how these records might be used and over thirty 

mini-projects for the one place researcher are     

suggested.   

ISBN-10   :   1837780498 

From the Secretary… 

It’s summer and the traditional ‘English’ events are in full swing. 

Recently I attended a strawberry tea. It was a lovely setting, in someone’s substantial back garden, and all 

proceeds were for the local church. The garden was festooned with bunting, there was a raffle, a plant 

stall, and a choir. The weather was glorious  and there was a low hum of conversation as devices were put 

away and simple pleasures enjoyed. 

What events did our ancestors enjoy? 

I remember as a child being taken to the Spalding Tulip festival. My great aunt’s house was on the route 

so the children were sat on the canopy above the front door for a better view. For what seemed like 

weeks the only topic of conversation in our house was if the tulips would be ready too early. 

What events do you enjoy attending? And what steps are you taking to record these for the future      

generations? 

Do please consider writing an article for the journal. 

Sadie McMullon 

 


